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1.0 SUMMARY 

1.1 This report considers a petition requesting that the Council introduce various 
measures to reduce traffic flows and speed and to improve road safety on Altar 
Drive, Heaton. 

2.0 BACKGROUND 

2.1 Petition – Altar Drive, Heaton (27 signatures) 

2.1.1. The petitioners are concerned that traffic on Altar Drive is on the increase; vehicles 
use the road as a rat run and often travel at speed bringing danger to children and 
residents. They are also concerned that the junctions at either end of Altar Drive are 
accident hotspots or potential accident hotspots due to parked vehicles blocking 
sight lines. There are various types of vehicle using Altar Drive and all these add to 
the congestion throughout the day, as a consequence, getting in / out of driveways 
is becoming more difficult. The petitioners are also concerned that the poor street 
lighting increases the risk of potential accidents. The road surface is reported to be 
uneven and potholed which adds to the risk of potential accidents. 

2.1.2. The petitioners have requested the following measures: - 

• A closure of Altar Drive at its junction with Heaton Park Drive. 

• Speed calming measures restricting traffic speed to 10mph and it should be 
sign posted. Speed humps are not favoured by the residents. They are not 
considered appropriate due to the width of the road. Speed cameras could be 
used as enforcement. 

• Improve the road surface and street lighting. 

• Gate Altar Drive at both sides and make it a gated community. 

2.1.3. Altar Drive is a narrow residential street. All properties have off street parking. On 
street parking does take place and due to the narrowness of the carriageway 
parked vehicles often block the footway to allow single file traffic to pass.  
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Two traffic surveys have been carried out on Altar Drive. The first was undertaken in 2013. 
The second was more recent in November 2015. The results of the surveys are as follows: 
- 

27 June 2013 – 4 July 2013 

Direction Mean 
speed 
(mph) 

85th’ile 
speed 
(mph)* 

Maximum 
Speed 
recorded 
(mph) 

Average 
daily 
traffic flow 

Maximum 
am peak 
flow 
(08:15-
09:15) 

Maximum 
pm peak 
flow 
(15:15-
16:15) 

North 
bound 

19.2 24.1 37 

South 
bound 

19.4 24.5 39 
591 63 79 

 

27 November 2015 – 2 December 2015 

Direction Mean 
speed 
(mph) 

85th’ile 
speed 
(mph)* 

Maximum 
Speed 
recorded 
(mph) 

Average 
daily 
traffic flow 

Maximum 
am peak 
flow 
(09:15-
10:15) 

Maximum 
pm peak 
flow 
(16:30-
17:30) 

North 
bound 

18.9 23.8 40 

South 
bound 

19.4 24.5 39 
570 86 76 

*The speed at or below which 85% of vehicles are travelling. 

The results show that the mean speeds and 85%’ile speeds are low and have not 
changed significantly over the two year period between the surveys. The overall daily 
traffic flow has reduced, although the morning peak flow has increased slightly. The 
accident statistics for the most recent 5 year period have also been studied and 
records show there have been no injury accidents during this time. 

2.1.4. The petitioners have requested the closure of Altar Drive at its junction with Heaton 
Park Drive. A turning area could not be incorporated into the closure due to the width 
of Alter Drive. This would present problems for refuse collections and deliveries as 
these vehicles would have to reverse some distance to a suitable area to turn round. 
A closure would also have a knock on effect on residents of Heaton Park Road and 
Garden Lane. A closure would therefore require the residents of these roads to also 
agree to such measures. 

2.1.5. With regard to vehicles parking at the junctions at each end of Altar Drive; it is not 
usual practice to provide yellow lines in residential areas. This adversely affects the 
parking needs of residents and their visitors. Due to the processes involved in 
promoting a Traffic Regulation Order; with the legal requirement to advertise and 
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invite objections, the implementation of yellow lines would only be successful if all of 
the residents were in agreement. 

 

2.1.6. With reference to the condition of the road surface, minor repairs on Altar Drive have 
been carried out and it is currently in a serviceable condition. The list of highways 
schemes in need of re-surfacing currently consists of around 270 roads throughout 
the district and with limited budgets only those that are deemed to be of the highest 
priority will be recommended for a future resurfacing scheme. 

2.1.7. Gates would not be considered on a residential street or any other main access route 
to properties. They would only be considered in the most severe cases where crime 
or antisocial behaviour takes place and then only on back streets or alley ways. 

2.1.8. The criteria for safety cameras are 4No. killed or seriously injured casualties over the 
most recent 5 year period. Altar Drive does not meet these criteria. 

2.1.9. The low traffic speeds and limited potential benefits in terms of casualty reduction 
means that traffic measures cannot be justified on Altar Drive at the present time. 

3.0 OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

3.1 The local ward members have been consulted and any comments they make will be 
available at the meeting. 

3.2 Garden Lane is a residential street that runs parallel to Altar Drive therefore any 
restrictions to traffic on Altar Drive would have an impact on Garden Lane. 

4.0 FINANCIAL & RESOURCE APPRAISAL 

4.1 There are no direct financial or resource implications arising from this report. If 
members resolve to add this request to the list of potential future schemes, 
consideration of funding implications will be given when the next scheme programme 
selection report is presented. 

5.0 RISK MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE ISSUES 

5.1 There are no significant risks arising from this report. 

6.0 LEGAL APPRAISAL 

6.1 There are no specific issues arising from this report. The course of action proposed is 
in general accordance with the Councils power as Highway Authority. 

7.0 OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

7.1. EQUALITY & DIVERSITY 

There are no issues arising from the Council’s Equality & Diversity Strategy. 
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There are no issues arising from the Initial Equality Impact Assessment. 

 

7.2. SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no significant Sustainability implications arising from this report. 

7.3. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS IMPACTS 

There is no impact on the Council's own and the wider District's carbon footprint and 
emissions from other greenhouse gasses arising from this report. 

7.4. COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no community safety implications of this report. 

7.5. HUMAN RIGHTS ACT 

None 

7.6. TRADE UNION 

None 

7.7. WARD IMPLICATIONS 

Thornton and Allerton ward members have been consulted on this petition. 

7.8. AREA COMMITTEE ACTION PLAN IMPLICATIONS  

None 

8.0 NOT FOR PUBLICATION DOCUMENTS 

None 

9.0 OPTIONS 

9.1. That no action be taken on the requests made by the residents of Altar Drive. 

9.2. That the request to close Altar Drive be added to the Bradford West Area 
Committee’s list of potential schemes for inclusion in a future Safer Roads Schemes 
Programme subject to funding being available. 

9.3. Members may propose a different course of action to those listed and, in that case, 
will receive appropriate guidance from officers. 

10.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

10.1. That no action be taken on the requests made by the residents of Altar Drive. 



Bradford West Area Committee 

6 
28/01/2016 

MAG 

10.2. That the petitioners are informed accordingly 

11.0 APPENDICES 

11.1. Appendix 1 Altar Drive, Heaton – Petition 

11.2. Appendix 2 Altar Drive, Heaton  – Location Plan 

12.0 BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 

12.1. none 
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