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Race Equality Network

The Race Equality Network (REN) was established in October 2000 as the Consortia of Ethnic 
Minority Organisations (COEMO) following concerns by BAME voluntary sector 
organisations that they were not properly supported by local Infrastructure organisations. 

At the time the Race Equality Council was also dissolved and the BAME sector felt even 
more marginalised, fragmented and unrepresented.  COEMO, now renamed as REN, was 
born after months of consultations and collaboration not just with BAME organisations but 
also with the Council leadership as well as infrastructure organisations such as the Council 
for Voluntary Services. The new body was officially launched at its first annual General 
Meeting by the Lord Mayor, Councillor Khalique on 8th August 2001.

REN’s Mission Statement:

“To establish a strong network of organisations and individuals that work together to 
create a viable BAME voluntary sector and achieve equitable outcomes for all 

communities” 

Covid-19 Pandemic

During the Covid 19 Pandemic health inequalities amongst the BAME communities became 
very apparent. The vulnerability of these groups was highlighted repeatedly throughout the 
past few months of the pandemic. Research, surveys, newspaper articles, media debates 
were rife and decision makers expressed major concerns on the impact of the virus on 
BAME sections of the UK population. Covid-19 and its impact on BAME communities have 
totally vindicated the prevailing belief that BAME communities suffer disproportionately the 
effects of poor health. 

Public Health England recognises the above social determinants of health and states that 
BAME groups generally have less access to high quality care along with poorer health and 
worse health outcomes than the overall population. It cites the example of the risk of 
developing diabetes is 6 times higher in some BAME groups. Covid-19, says Public Health 
England, has shone a spotlight on health inequalities that have existed for decades. It 
cautions that whilst co-morbidities and socio-economic status are being put forward as 
possible explanations for the high number of people from BAME backgrounds affected, it is 
important not to assume that co-relations equal causation. Discrimination and racism also 



play a part in factors driving health inequalities.  (Public Health England Review on 
disparities in the risk and outcomes of COVID-19).

Bradford District consists of a significant BAME population which exhibits a range of health 
related and poverty issues as set out in various local documents. Strategies are already in 
place such as Connecting people and place for better health and well being, and Happy, 
Healthy and At Home, which can act as a springboard to action. 

Last year, the data released by Public Health suggested that Bradford cases were relatively 
high and followed Leicester, which was already in a local lockdown, therefore REN 
recognised that action needed to be taken urgently to prevent a resurgence of the virus. 

“In Bradford we have to be cautious otherwise we will be another Leicester and we don’t 
want to be another Leicester. Everybody should be on red alert”, Professor John Wright

REN submitted a proposal to Bradford Council’s Public Health following the rise of infections 
across the district to deliver a project around raising awareness amongst Black, Asian, ethnic 
minority and Central Eastern European (CEE) communities in the district to prevent infection 
of the virus by following government guidance and any local guidance issued by the 
Council’s Public Health Department. Part of this awareness programme would highlight 
impact of the virus on the wider social determinants of health. The project would support 
Public Health and the council, to deal with local outbreaks or to support communities at 
particular risk of an outbreak.  

In August 2020, REN were awarded £3000k by Bradford Council Public Health to deliver an 
18 month project with the aim of tackling the immediate impacts of COVID-19 as a starting 
point by raising awareness on test and trace, infection control and outbreak management 
amongst these communities working jointly with Black, Asian, ethnic minority, CEE led and 
focussed community organisations.

REN Covid Prevention Project

We are using a Hub and Spoke model with Community Anchors (Hubs) and Community 
Champions (Spokes). The Hubs are 4 organisations selected for their reach, capacity and 
ability to deliver the objectives of the project and Spokes support the Anchors with schemes 
which are bespoke to meet particular community needs. 

Hubs:

BEAP Community Partnership Grange Interlink Community Centre

Karmand Community Centre Sangat Centre (Keighley)



Spokes:

Connecting Roma 2TSHIRT GANG CIC Windrush Generations

Unity Academy The Laisterdyke Hub 
Bradford

Highfield Food Co-op

Bangladeshi Youth 
Organisation (BYO)

Muslim Women’s Council QED foundation

Roshni Ghar Meri Yaadain CIC West Bowling Activity Group

Bradford Hate Crime 
Alliance

MAPA Bradford Bradford foundation Trust

Kaskosan Limited Hindu Cultural Society of 
Bradford

Mary Magdalene CIC

NAFs (Nutrition advice and 
fitness and selfcare)

Keighley Association for 
Women and Children Centre

African Caribbean 
Achievement Project (ACAP)

New Libya Society

These 26 organisations have received £183, 706 of funding from REN. Anchors have 
received £20k (each) to support REN to meet the objectives of this project. Spokes have 
received up to £5k through small grants to engage with their communities to ensure clear 
messages and guidance is disseminated on a range of platforms (social media) and 
languages on Covid rules, test and trace process, infection control, outbreak management, 
recruiting volunteers and community champions. This totals to   

Humma Nizami has been recruited in September 2020 as the Project Manager and Hattie 
Charnley-Shaw was recruited in November 2020 as the Capacity Builder to deliver the Covid 
Prevention Project and both work full time. Since receiving the funding, REN achievedthe 
following outcomes:

 Supporting the 26 funded partners including the 4 anchors to raise concerns with the 
Council, Public Health and the NHS around anxieties and barriers faced by BAME and 
CEE communities, including doubts surrounding the Covid-19 vaccine, test and trace, 
infection control and any conspiracy theories that are being circulated on social 
media.

 Working in partnership with Bradford Council’s Comms Team to record up-to-date 
COVID-19 information from the NHS, Public Health and Bradford Council translated 



in a range of community languages which are circulated to communities on 
WhatsApp, REN social media and REN YouTube channel. 

 Worked with experts from Public Health and Bradford Council to develop the Covid-
19 Training Programme for frontline Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) Staff 
and trained over 40 staff. 

 Set up the Covid Prevention Steering Group which is attended by our 4 Anchors, 
Black Health Forum, Bradford Foundation Trust, Connecting Roma, Bradford Hindu 
Council, Public Health, Bradford Hate Crime Alliance and Bradford Council’s Covid 
Response Hub where we discuss the overall delivery of the project with a focus on 
community engagement. 

 Recruited volunteers to support the Bradford Council’s COVID Response Hub with 
‘Warming-up’ and myth busting engagement activities in a range of community 
languages for Home Testing in areas where infection rates are high which has helped 
to alleviate mistrust and misconceptions exacerbated by the pandemic.

 Worked with Bradford Foundation Trust and Bradford Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust to deliver 2 Q&A webinars on Zoom and Facebook Live broadcasts 
on Covid related topics including the vaccine trials. Only 3% of volunteers for the 
trails were from BAME backgrounds and as a result of the webinar, the hospital trust 
successfully recruited 2000 volunteers for the trials across the district from which 48 
were from a BAME background. The webinar, NHS Patient Care, was aimed at myth-
busting and reassuring those with loved ones in hospitals, and answered all 
questions about NHS patient care. 

 REN launched the COVID-19 Community Helpline which spans 7 different 
organisations including BEAP Community Partnership, Muslim Women’s Council, 
Connecting Roma, Grange Interlink, Hindu Cultural Society, New Libya Society and 
Womenzone Community Centre (this organisation is not funded by REN but they put 
themselves forward to run the helpline which is partially being funded by another 
funder). Partners provide information and guidance on Covid-19 to BAME and 
Central Eastern European communities in different language including Bangla, Urdu, 
Punjabi, English, Hindi, Gujarati, Pashto, Roma, Slovakian, Czech, and Arabic. By 
setting up the Covid Helpline, we hope to break down further barriers to accessing 
information around Covid, especially for those people from BAME and CEE 
backgrounds who are most at risk but who are not literate or E-literate.

 Developed a Covid-19 page on the REN website providing all the up-to-date 
guidance, leaflets, videos on Covid-19.

 Set up Covid Vaccine Focus Groups for the Central Eastern European community 
organisations to gain feedback from grass roots community groups/organisations on 
issues arising in the CEE communities around vaccine uptake and vaccine hesitancy. 
We also attended vaccine focus groups set up by Bradford Council and the Black 
Health Forum and provided feedback on both forums to NHS, Public Health and 
Bradford Council. 



 Supporting Bradford Foundation Trust to host their partner forum discussions which 
have had a huge impact on the community due to the variety of speakers and topics, 
which have included Lessons from COVID-19 and Challenging Inequalities, 
Misinformation, NHS Patient Care and Support Vulnerable People

 Produce a monthly newsletter containing updates on the Covid Prevention Project 
which currently has 157 subscribers and is made more widely available via email and 
social media. 

 Creation the REN YouTube channel which has proved very worthwhile as we have 
uploaded many videos on COVID-19 safety messages in Urdu, Bangla, Punjabi, 
Sylheti, and Hindko

 REN worked with a local production company, Reel Street Productions to 
commemorate the incredible work of the 26 delivery partners of the COVID-19 
Prevention Project, filmed across Bradford and Keighley. It featured short interviews 
with our delivery partners about the barriers, challenges and successes of their 
contributions to the project. It was an uplifting, hopeful film which left a lasting 
impression on communities and our partners across the VCS, NHS and Council. The 
film was shared on social media, via email and on YouTube, where it is still being 
viewed. The link to view the film is as follows: https://youtu.be/1xZhdp4vu7I

Acknowledgement by the UK Government 

REN were proud to be acknowledged in the Government’s Covid-19 Vaccine Uptake Plan 
published on 13th February 2021 (case study 2). 

The plan highlighted how REN, Bradford Council, our Anchor organisation Karmand 
Community Centre and delivery partner The Laisterdyke Hub had worked in partnership to 
remove barriers to vaccination uptake amongst communities across the district. As a result, 
I was invited by Public Health England (PHE) to deliver presentations to showcase the REN 
Covid Prevention Project at two webinars nationally which were attended by over 100 PHE 
colleagues at each session across England:   

 Supporting Covid-19 Vaccine uptake through Behavioural Science - 24 March 21
 Community Champions Webinar: Vaccine Hesitancy and Myth-busting - 25th March 

21, in partnership with Bradford Covid Hub and Bradford District & Craven CCG.

Our spoke organisations have engaged with a total of 33,060 people since the project 

started and have recruited 188 volunteers across the 22 organisations. The engagement for 

the Bradford West is as follows:

Bradford West Engagement

https://youtu.be/1xZhdp4vu7I


 City Ward - Horton Grange, Bradford City Centre (Grange Interlink, QED, Bradford 

Foundation Trust, New Libya Society, ACAP)

 Toller - Daisy Hill, Girlington, Lilycroft (Meri Yaadain, Connecting Roma)

 Manningham - (BEAP Community Partnership, Mary Magdalene CIC, BYO, BHCA, 

Muslim Women’s Council)

Grange Interlink Community Centre (BD7 1PX, City Ward)

Grange Interlink is an anchor organisation for the COVID-19 Prevention Project. The 
organisation has played a huge role in food and PPE distribution across the ward, especially 
during school holidays. The staff at Grange Interlink are in regular contact with service users 
to provide information on COVID-19, self-isolation, test and trace, and many other aspects 
of life during the pandemic. In addition to their own activities and engagement, they have 
supported the small grant recipients with distribution of REN resources and key messages, 
as well as attending meetings to discuss collaborative approaches to the project. Grange 
Interlink are also a REN Covid Helpline partner acting as a contact for supporting 
communities in Urdu and Punjabi on up to date Covid rules, testing, Covid guidance on 
international travel, vaccine hesitancy and conspiracy theories etc.

QED Foundation (BD1 5AA, City Ward)

QED Foundation delivers a Telephone Befriending Service for vulnerable BAME men and 
women which has focused on staying safe and preventing the spread of COVID-19. It has 
also provided support tackling conspiracy theories and providing the opportunity to discuss 
the vaccine. The service has engaged the most vulnerable residents, many of whom have 
limited English language skills, through bilingual befrienders working with residents from 
very disadvantaged neighbourhoods in Bradford and Keighley and supporting them to 
reduce isolation and providing mental health support. QED Foundation distribute translated 
leaflets at local community centres with high concentrations of BAME communities. Social 
media is also used widely during the project, including WhatsApp and Zoom for group 
activity.  In Qtr 4 alone, QED has reached 104 individuals with the befriending service and 
recruited 4 volunteers. 

Bradford Foundation Trust (BD1 3AD, City Ward)

Since January 2021, Bradford Foundation Trust has engaged the local community by 
facilitating engagement events and forums with high profile and local speakers on a variety 
of topics, including vaccine uptake, misinformation, COVID-19 symptoms and self-isolation. 
Bradford Foundation Trust set up and facilitated 2 Q&A webinars on Zoom and Facebook 
Live following a request from Bradford Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (BTHFT) on 



Covid related topics including the vaccine trials. Only 3% of volunteers for the vaccine trails 
were from BAME backgrounds and as a result of the webinar held in November 2020, the 
hospital trust successfully recruited 2000 volunteers for the trials across the district from 
which 48 were from a BAME background. The webinar, NHS Patient Care was delivered 
following a request by Mel Pickup, CEO of BTHFT who was concerned that more and more 
people from South Asian communities in the district were dying at home due to Covid. The 
webinar was aimed at myth-busting and reassuring those with loved ones in hospitals, and 
answered all questions about NHS patient care during the pandemic. Over 300 people 
engaged in both events and 2,000 via Facebook to dispel myths, provide vital information, 
and increase uptake of the Covid vaccine.

New Libya Society (BD7 3EG, City Ward)

New Libya Society staff have worked to keep the local Libyan and Arabic speaking 
communities informed on COVID-19 government guidelines through Facebook, WhatsApp, 
Zoom and translated leaflets. New Libya society are a REN Covid helpline delivery partner 
and have supported 400 people with up to date guidance around Covid rules, burials, travel, 
self isolation, testing and vaccines. They have provided hand sanitisers and essential PPE to 
community members and have recruited over 15 Arabic speaking volunteers to support 
delivery of the project. New Libya Society have played a key role in translating key messages 
on Covid guidance and vaccine misinformation in Arabic to ensure the Arab community in 
Bradford are supported throughout the pandemic.

ACAP (BD7 1BG, City Ward)

ACAP have been engaging young people from the local African Caribbean community, 
reaching over 50 young people and adults through their tutoring and mentoring sessions. 
The sessions work to fill gaps in students learning due to school closures or self-isolation 
which has had an impact on their mental health and deliver counselling sessions, teaching 
young people to cope in unprecedented times. 4 volunteers have been recruited to support 
Black, African and Caribbean service users and their families with up to date guidance and 
messages on Covid-19.

Meri Yaadain (BD8 9NN, Toller Ward)

Meri Yaadain has supported the local Pakistani, Bangladeshi and Indian carers and 
communities in the Girlington area and beyond by providing support via phone calls and 
through the production of COVID-19 related information in a number of languages.  
Resources produced by the organisation have had video, audio and text elements and have 
been produced in a number of community languages including Urdu, Bangla, Gujarati, 
Punjabi and Hindi. The support from Meri Yaadain has included signposting to other 
agencies as well as having conversations with carers helping them to better understand the 
COVID-19 virus, the rules and changes to guidance and the safety of getting the 



vaccinations. Meri Yaadain have reached over 18 dementia carers and 50 families in the first 
few months of delivering the project. 

Connecting Roma (BD9 5EZ, Toller Ward)

Connecting Roma staff and volunteers have worked in the public through doorsteps and 
pop-up clinics, but also share relevant information through Facebook, WhatsApp and Zoom. 
The organisation has translated several video messages on the Christmas Bubble, National 
Lockdown, Tier Systems, COVID-19 guidelines, how to take a test and where to order it, and 
how to be vaccinated to Polish, Czech, Slovak and Romani-speaking Connecting Roma have 
also been crucial to the success of the REN Covid Helpline, providing phone support in 
Czech, Slovak, Polish and Romani. They have been inundated with calls around the vaccine, 
testing and International travel, self-isolation support amongst other key issues around the 
virus. Connecting Roma have been a key partner in providing feedback at the vaccine focus 
group around the issues concerning the CEE community on the covid vaccine and 
highlighted the reasons for vaccine hesitancy and as a result, we are working with them to 
produce specific messages in CEE languages around vaccine safety, fertility and building 
trust with the NHS.  17,0000 people across the world watched their Facebook live session on 
21st January on self isolations and Covid in the UK and CEE countries. The video has had a 
total of 63,000 views on Facebook.

BEAP Community Partnership (BD8 7JN, Manningham Ward)

BEAP Community Partnership is an anchor organisation for the COVID-19 Prevention 
Project. Throughout the pandemic, they have delivered befriending and support through 
phone, Zoom and small group WhatsApp calls with their elderly service users and women’s 
group. They have disseminated key translated videos and leaflets in Bangla and Sylheti to 
communities on social media and distributed leaflets through their school meals distribution 
during holidays. BEAP continue to engage children and families where possible, assisting 
with school work and exercise sessions when lockdowns have allowed. BEAP has supported 
REN regularly on the creation of COVID-19 announcements and material for social media 
and YouTube in Sylheti and Bangla. 

In addition to their own activities and engagement, they have supported the small grant 
recipients with distribution of REN resources, as well as attending Zoom meetings to discuss 
collaborative approaches to the project. BEAP have also contributed to the REN Helpline, 
acting as the main contact for support in Bangla and Sylheti, engaging mostly with the 
Bangladeshi community in Manningham and across the district. They have had numerous 



calls around International travel guidance, self isolation support, testing, vaccines and will 
become a vaccine testing centre from 1st June which will enable to break down further 
barriers in the Bangladeshi/Rohingya community accessing the vaccine .    

Mary Magdalene CIC (BD8 8JB, Manningham Ward)

Mary Magdalene CiC have been engaging with predominantly young people to share COVID-
19 safety messages. The use of social media has been incredibly useful, with the 
organisation’s youth project working together to create TikTok videos about Hands, Face, 
Space. The staff have been able to carry out key intervention work only due to lockdown 
restrictions, but successfully made many referrals to test centres and advised young people 
on social distancing guidance through their videos on Covid rules which have been shared 
on all social media platforms. Mary Magdalene CIC have engaged with over 200 young 
people from a huge range of backgrounds including families of crime, sport club attendees, 
prison leavers, ex-drug users, homeless and rough sleepers. 12 volunteers have been 
recruited in 2021 to support the project going forward specifically engaging with young 
people in Bradford West and across the district to tackle myths and conspiracy theories 
around the Covid vaccine.

BYO (BD8 7JN, Manningham Ward)

Bangladeshi Youth Organisation have continued to work with Bangladeshi young people in 
Manningham and beyond throughout COVID-19, mainly over the phone. BYO have 
supported learners by distributing books and educational resources, especially to newly 
arrived communities, refugees and asylum seekers. Following the second wave of 
lockdowns, BYO has responded to the increase in hospitalisations and deaths using their 
local volunteers to help elderly residents understand guidelines and also with mental health, 
loneliness and food provision. From January to April 2021 alone, BYO engaged 47 children 
through study support, 85 young people and over 60 vulnerable women and elderly people. 
This organisation has created many videos and resources in Bangla and English, which have 
been shared via WhatsApp and social media reaching hundreds of people in Bradford and 
district. They have recruited 22 volunteers since January 2021 to support with delivery of 
the Covid-19 project. 

BHCA (BD8 7JN, Manningham Ward)

Bradford Hate Crime Alliance have continued to raise awareness of COVID-19, infection 
rates, test and trace and a rise in hate crime. This has predominantly been through use of 
social media and leaflet drops. The main audience for this work has been Roma, African and 



African Caribbean communities, from which they have directly engaged 148 individuals 
since January 2021. 

Muslim Women’s Council (BD8 8BD, Manningham Ward)

Muslim Women’s Council have delivered a befriending service providing emotional support 
and advice on the current COVID-19 regulations and the vaccine. MWC are also a REN Covid 
Helpline delivery partner and have supported people in Urdu, Arabic and Punjabi. The 
organisation has delivered hot meals directly to those suffering from COVID-19 symptoms or 
with side effects of the vaccine, and regularly signpost to other organisations providing 
relevant support as needed. Through the Curry Circle, Muslim Women’s Council have 
distributed weekly takeaway meals to those struggling with food poverty, reaching around 
200 people a week and have disseminated leaflets in various languages on Covid-19 
guidance. Muslim Women’s Council have 10 volunteers who work with the organisation 
every week. 


