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Subject:  

SINGLE USE PLASTICS UPDATE

Summary statement:

At its meeting on Tuesday 9th July 2019, the Regeneration and Environment Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee considered the findings and recommendations from the Single Use 
Plastics Review.

At that meeting it resolved to:

Recommend to the Executive that it approves and adopts the findings and 
recommendations contained within the Single Plastics Scrutiny Review Report.

Recommend to Council that it considers the findings and recommendations contained 
within the Single Plastics Scrutiny review report and that it also appoints a Single Use 
Plastics member Champion.

These recommendations were subsequently agreed at the executive meeting on Thursday 
10 September 2019. 

This report presents progress to date on Single Use Plastic within the Council. It details 
the appointment of a member and officer Single Use Plastic champions and recommends 

that future updates are incorporated into the broader sustainable development agenda. 
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1. SUMMARY

1.1      Around eight million tonnes of plastic makes its way into oceans each year, which
           poses a serious threat to the natural and marine environment. Moreover, there is
           now a growing acceptance local, nationally and globally of the negative impact that
           plastic waste is having on our environment. Furthermore, local authorities,
           businesses and communities are combining their efforts to adapt their policies and
           practices and sharing best practice with a view to reducing the use of Single Use
           Plastics.

1.2      This report provides an update on progress in relation to the scrutiny review
           recommendations on the use of Single Use Plastics and recommends that future
           updates are incorporated into the broader sustainable development agenda.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 Single-use plastics can include any disposable plastic item which is designed to be 
used only once e.g. plastic bags, disposable utensils, beverage containers, coffee 
capsules, wet wipes, razor blades, plastic drinks bottles, food wrappers, bottle tops, 
straws, stirrers and plastic.

2.2 To make progress towards our ambition of eliminating single use plastics, the 
Council committed to implementing the recommendations of the Scrutiny Single 
Plastic Use review, as set out below: 

• Appointing a member and a senior officer champion to provide leadership on 
this important cross-cutting issue

•  Exploring the feasibility of using water station at Council run events.

•      Exploring and developing options for reducing the plastic used inside the
     Council’s Parks and consideration be given to using biodegradable bags as
     oppose to using plastic bin liners.

•      Developing evaluation criteria within the Council’s Procurement Social Value
     and Inclusive Growth Policy, which looks to score favourably those suppliers  
     who are taking positive steps to eliminating single use plastics.  

•      Working with suppliers through the Yorkshire Purchasing Organisation, to
     explore the development of more recyclable or biodegradable material in
     packaging of products it purchases.

•      Working through the Local Government Association to lobby the packaging
     industry to develop alternatives to plastic packaging.

•      Developing a mandatory e-learning package for all Bradford Council staff that
     has a purchasing role, focusing on ethical procurement in relation to single
     use plastics.  



•      Exploring the options for extending the recycling offer available to Bradford
    Council’s Trade Waste customers and for schools across the District.

•     Developing an e-learning package for all Council Staff and Councillors to
reinforce the key recycling messages within the Bradford Council Waste 
Minimisation and Recycling Policies.

•     In conjunction with Morrison’s and Tesco’s exploring the use of plastic bottle
    vending machines in stores within areas where recycling rates are not high.

•     Exploring options for greater collaborative working with organisations within
    the District, (including schools, businesses and local organisations), to assist
    in educating the citizens of the District of the importance of reducing single
    use plastics and recycling as a whole.

•     Working with the local Refill Bradford Group and explore using Council
    buildings that allow public access, to be use used as a refill station.

3. PROGRESS TO DATE

3.1 A Single Use Plastic policy has been developed including an action plan and is 
attached at Appendix 1, which takes into account the recommendations of the 
Scrutiny Single Plastic review. Alongside this, work progresses on the wider 
sustainable development agenda. The original recommendation from Scrutiny was 
to report annually on Single Plastic Use progress. A report on the Council’s broader 
approach to sustainable development agenda will be presented to the Executive on 
24th March 2020. It will be important to ensure that Single Plastic Use progress is 
considered in this broader context and it is therefore, recommended that any future 
updates are incorporated into sustainable development updates.

3.2 In terms of Single Plastic use, whilst there is still much to do, good progress has 
been made towards the Scrutiny recommendations and is included in the attached 
action plan. 

3.3 In addition and to highlight further good practise from services, in progressing this 
agenda set out below are some key developments:

 
Procurement

CIPS Ethical Standard – All procurement professionals within Corporate 
Resources have completed the Chartered Institute of Procurement and Supply 
(CIPS) Ethical Procurement and Supply Chain e-Learning. The e-learning deals 
with the impact of procurement on the environment including single use plastics. 
 The Council has obtained the CIPS Corporate Ethics Standard as part of doing this 
which represents the Council’s on-going commitment to ethical procurement and 
supply chain both in terms of current and future practice. 

Social Value in Procurement – The Council is currently piloting the Social Value 
Portal’s Themes, Outcomes and Measures (TOMs) tool for measuring social value 
outcomes as part of a procurement process. The TOMs tool currently allows 
suppliers that support ethical and sustainable practices to score highly in the social 



value section of the tender evaluation. There are nine pilot projects currently being 
run using this methodology. Following the conclusion of the pilot, if adopted widely, 
there will an opportunity to develop bespoke measurements specific to the Council. 

Facilities Management

 Introduced refill water bottles in to the Beckfoot Academy, which will be rolled 
out across all other secondary schools in due course.

 Sourced reusable coffee cups, soup cups and water bottles that will be 
introduced at City Hall imminently. The Building User Group (BUG) have seen 
the new reusable products and they are going live this week.

 Have removed single use cups, drink bottles, sugar sachets and coffee sachets 
from City Hall as well as single use plastic spoons etc.

 FM has worked very closely with YPO to source non single use plastic 
disposable packaging. FM has changed disposable ‘food trays’ to bagasse 
(which is made from sugar starch) so is already a biodegradable-product. It is 
fully compostable & recyclable. The initial roll out has started in the Beckfoot 
Academy and will be rolled out to all other secondary schools before being 
rolled out across all council sites that has our catering provision.

 FM have also worked closely with YPO and changed to ‘Zest’ sandwich 
packaging that contains a cellulose film which doesn’t need separating from the 
cardboard (as the current mixed content packaging does). These products are 
fully recyclable and compostable. They will be going live as soon as they are in 
stock at YPO.

 The use of single use plastic pots for desserts in Primary Schools has been 
stopped and re-usable pots introduced.

 Any back up crockery/cutlery in schools should there be emergency feeding is 
now paper plate and wooden cutlery, it used to be plastic.

 A new vending contract (Summer 2020) will see all single use plastic bottles 
removed and dependant upon site there will be an option for staff to buy and 
use reusable cups for hot drinks.

 In terms of cleaning materials the use of single use plastics has been reduced 
by the use of “duel sprays” made up of a concentrate bottle and a reusable 
water bottle to dilute the concentrate.  

FM is also working with YPO regarding their eco credentials and can confirm the 
following:

 YPO have reduced the number of cardboard boxes being delivered to FM from 
their warehouse.



 All YPO cardboard packaging incorporates a percentage of recycled content in 
its production. YPO partner with a printing and recycling company that collect 
and recycle all their waste packaging. 

 YPO are rolling out a supplier engagement tool to speak to our suppliers about 
sustainability and to help them make better more informed choices.

In terms of the YPO Food Operation:-

 In the last 12 months a number of drinks suppliers have introduced a 
proportion of recycled PET into their plastic bottles (which are fully 
recyclable).

 YPO are introducing a new range of school compliant drinks in aluminium 
cans, in response to customer demand for alternatives to plastic bottles.

 YPO work with local charities that collect any surplus stock for use in the 
community, rather than throw it away.

Neighbourhood and Customer Services

In relation to the use of biodegradable bags in waste bins, trials have been 
undertaken but at this stage there is some concern as to whether they are the right 
alternative. Therefore, more investigation is required with other Local Authorities 
and public sector organisations such as APSE over the next couple of months.

We are also aware that Government have committed to delivering DRS (Deposit 
Return Scheme) by April 2023 if not earlier. In other countries such a scheme has 
ensured that over 90% of all plastic bottles sold in the country were recovered for 
recycling. We will need to ensure we are prepared to support this development 
within Bradford.

4. OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

None.

5. FINANCIAL & RESOURCE APPRAISAL

There are no financial implications identified at present. Future procurement 
exercises may be impacted however the inclusion of Social Value as a quantified 
measure is expected to outweigh any potential additional cost of goods / services. 

 

6. RISK MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE ISSUES

None.



7. LEGAL APPRAISAL

None.

8. OTHER IMPLICATIONS

8.1 EQUALITY & DIVERSITY

None

8.2 SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

The reduction and prospective elimination of harmful Single use Plastic products 
supports the Council’s sustainability agenda and sends a signal to the market to 
encourage and develop safe, circular and well-designed products and services. It 
also directly supports the District’s Economic Growth Strategy to promote and 
support the circular economy as well as supporting the waste and resources 
strategy and services of the Council.

8.3 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS IMPACTS

A reduction in the Use of Single Plastic products, will lead to a reduction 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions. 

8.4 COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS

None.

8.5 HUMAN RIGHTS ACT

None.

8.6 TRADE UNION

None.  

8.7     WARD IMPLICATIONS

All Wards across the District are affected by the Use of Single Plastics.

8.8 IMPLICATIONS FOR CORPORATE PARENTING

None.



8.9 ISSUES ARISING FROM PRIVACY IMPACT ASSESMENT

None.

9. NOT FOR PUBLICATION DOCUMENTS

None.

10. OPTIONS

None. 

11. RECOMMENDATIONS

11.1 That Committee note the progress on reducing Single Use Plastic

11.2 That Committee note the proposed Single Use Plastic Policy and Action Plan

11.3 That Committee agree that future updates will be provided as part of the wider 
           Sustainable development agenda. 



12. APPENDIX 1

IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
ACTION LEAD OFFICER BY WHEN/UPDATE

Appointing a member and a 
senior officer champion to 
provide leadership on this 
important cross-cutting 
issue.

Cllr Vick Jenkins

Strategic Director for 
Corporate Resources

Complete

Exploring the feasibility of 
using water station at 
Council run events.

Assistant Director – Sport 
and Culture

On-going
The events team attended 
the Single Use Plastic 
Scrutiny Review meeting in 
September 2018. Following 
this we reviewed the use of 
bottled water at our events. 
In 2019 we stopped 
supplying single use plastic 
bottles of water to artists 
and staff and replaced them 
with re-usable bottles and 
water fountains. We also 
supplied water fountains in 
City Park for the public to fill 
their own bottles.
As part of the development 
of the events plan which is 
being developed as part of 
the Cultural strategy, we are 
also considering how we 
work with other event 
providers to reduce their use 
of Single Use Plastics.

Exploring and developing 
options for reducing the 
plastic used inside the 
Council’s Parks and 
consideration be given to 
using biodegradable bags 
as oppose to using plastic 
bin liners.

Assistant Director 
Neighbourhoods & 
Customer Services

On-going
In terms of biodegradable 
bags trials have been 
conducted but at this stage 
there is some concern as to 
whether they are the right 
alternative.
More investigation is needed 
with other LA’s and APSE 
over the next couple of 
months.

On a positive side we 
understand that Government 
has committed to delivering 
DRS (Deposit Return 



Scheme) by April 2023 if not 
earlier we will need to be 
ready for this.

Developing evaluation 
criteria within the Council’s 
Procurement Social Value 
and Inclusive Growth Policy, 
which looks to score 
favourably those suppliers 
who are taking positive 
steps to eliminating single 
use plastics.

Director of Finance September 2020.
 Currently piloting the Social 
Value Portals Themes, 
Outcomes and Measures 
(TOMS) prior to a renewal of 
the existing policy 

Working with suppliers 
through the Yorkshire 
Purchasing Organisation, to 
explore the development of 
more recyclable or 
biodegradable material in 
packaging of products it 
purchases.

Director of Finance On-going 

Working through the Local 
Government Association to 
lobby the packaging industry 
to develop alternatives to 
plastic packaging.

Chief Executive On-going

Developing a mandatory e-
learning package for all 
Bradford Council staff who 
have a purchasing role, 
focusing on ethical 
procurement in relation to 
single use plastics.

Director of Finance End of 2020

Exploring the options for 
extending the recycling offer 
available to Bradford 
Council’s Trade Waste 
customers and for schools 
across the District.

Assistant Director Waste, 
Fleet & Transport Services

Looking at offering an 
alternative weekly recycling 
service to Trade Waste 
customers to include plastic 
bottles.

Developing an e-learning 
package for all Council Staff 
and Councillors to reinforce 
the key recycling messages 
within the Bradford Council 
Waste Minimisation and 
Recycling Policies.

Assistant Director Waste, 
Fleet and Transport 

Services

Assistant Director Estates 
and Property

End of 2020



In conjunction with 
Morrison’s and Tesco’s 
exploring the use of plastic 
bottle vending machines in 
stores within areas where 
recycling rates are not high.

Assistant Director Waste, 
Fleet and Transport 

Services

On-going
Exploratory conversations 
are in train.

Exploring options for greater 
collaborative working with 
organisations within the 
District, (including schools, 
businesses and local 
organisations), to assist in 
educating the citizens of the 
District of the importance of 
reducing single use plastics 
and recycling as a whole.

Assistant Director Waste, 
Fleet and Transport 

Services

Assistant Director Estates 
and Property

On-going
Introduced refill water 
bottles

FM has changed disposable 
‘food trays’ to bagasse 
(which is made from Sugar 
starch) so is already a 
biodegradable-product. It is 
fully compostable & 
recyclable

Working with AWM (the 
trade waste management 
company Bradford Council 
use) to look at our current 
recycling processes and 
how we can improve our 
recycling in catering both in 
schools and across council 
sites.

Recycling Champion 
volunteers work across the 
District to promote all 
aspects of recycling, we 
currently have 250 recycling 
volunteers.

Working with the local Refill 
Bradford Group and explore 
using Council buildings that 
allow public access, to be 
use used as a refill station.

Assistant Director Estates 
and Property

On-going

 

13. BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS

Report to Regeneration & environment Overview & Scrutiny Committee 9 July 2019 
- Single Plastics Scrutiny Review


