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1. SUMMARY

1.1 This report details proposals in respect of the review of polling districts, polling 
places and polling stations, for consideration by Council and as required by law.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The Council is required, by law, to review its polling districts, polling places and 
polling stations by 31st January 2020. The previous review took place in 2014.  

2.2 The purpose of the review is to help improve polling provision and in particular to 
seek to ensure that: 

 all electors have such reasonable facilities for voting as are practicable in the 
circumstances

 so far as is reasonable and practicable, the polling places are accessible to 
those who are disabled 

 when considering or reviewing polling places, regard is given to the accessibility 
needs of disabled persons and

 in selecting polling stations the suitability within a district for the majority of the 
electorate is a key consideration

2.3 The (Acting) Returning Officer is responsible for the provision of polling stations 
within polling districts and must make representations to the Council with regard to 
her proposals for suitable polling districts and stations within the electoral wards of 
the City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council area.  

2.4 The review commenced on 1st July 2019 when the Council published a notice of the 
review. There was also a consultation exercise inviting representations to be 
submitted by 5th August 2019.  Representations were sought from members of the 
public, elected Members, Members of Parliament, Parish/Town/Community/Village 
Councils and disability/community groups. 

2.5 Taking into account the submissions made, proposals were published on 16th 
August 2019 and a second consultation exercise on those proposals was 
undertaken, inviting representations by 16th September 2019.  A summary of the 
representations received and the (Acting) Returning Officer submission are included 
as a Background Document to this Report. 

2.6 Consideration was given to the individual polling districts, polling places and polling 
stations, in line with the legislative requirements.

2.7 Following the consultation stages of the review and consideration of the 
representations received, the proposed changes to polling districts, polling places, 



polling stations and recommendations, as set out in Appendix A, have been 
prepared for approval by Council.

.  
3. OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

3.1 Council approval is required before any changes can be incorporated into the 
Electoral Register.  In order to make changes to the next published Electoral 
Register, approval is required at the meeting, 15th October 2019.    

3.2 Following Council approval, the outcome of the review will be published, together 
with all representations made.  

3.3 Changes made to polling districts, polling places, or polling stations will become 
effective for elections where the Notice of Election occurs after publication of the 
next Electoral Register.

3.4 The review may consider the subdivision of a District Council ward into polling 
districts.  The review does not affect the Council boundary, the boundaries of the 5 
Parliamentary constituencies, the boundaries of the 30 wards, or the boundaries of 
Parish, Community, Town or Village Councils within the Bradford Metropolitan 
District, which can only be done by statute.

3.5 It is also the Council that designates a polling district as the polling place.  This 
enables the swift activation of emergency changes to polling stations within a 
polling district, close to an election, when needed.  This is the purpose of the option 
outlined at paragraph 9.2.

3.6 The election rules require the (Acting) Returning Officer to decide how many polling 
stations are required.

4. FINANCIAL & RESOURCE APPRAISAL

None.

5. RISK MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE ISSUES

None.

6. LEGAL APPRAISAL

6.1 The proposals in this report are put forward for consideration by Council and as 
required by The Representation of the People Act 1983 (as amended by the 
Electoral Administration Act 2006 and The Electoral Registration and Administration 
Act 2013) and The Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places (Parliamentary 
Elections) Regulations 2006. 



6.2 The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 introduced a change to the 
timing of compulsory reviews of UK Parliamentary polling districts and polling 
places. Compulsory reviews must be started and completed within the period of 16 
months that starts on 1 October of every fifth year after 1 October 2013. Therefore 
this review must be completed between the period 1 October 2018 and 31 January 
2020 (inclusive).

6.3 Schedule A1 to the Representation of the People Act 1983 sets out all the steps 
required to complete a review. The Electoral Commission guidance also provides a 
staged approach to conducting a review.  The review process, from the publication 
of the notice of the review until the publication of the documents at the end, must 
take place within the specified period. 

6.4 The length of the review process is not prescribed, provided all the steps required 
by the legislation can be undertaken within it.  However, the time allowed for 
consultation should be sufficient to enable interested persons and groups to read 
and understand the proposals, gather comments and respond with any alternative 
arrangements that they may wish to submit.

6.5 In approving the specific options, the Council would be compliant with the legislative 
requirements identified in this report.

7. OTHER IMPLICATIONS

7.1 EQUALITY & DIVERSITY

7.1.1 Local authorities have a duty to review the accessibility of all polling places to 
disabled voters and ensure that every polling place and prospective polling place 
for which it is responsible is accessible to disabled voters, so far as is reasonable 
and practicable.

 
7.1.2 The accessibility of a building is considered as part of the selection process for all 

polling stations. The rationale for these changes has taken into consideration the 
benefits of alternative voting arrangements offered by postal and proxy voting and 
accessibility, both in general terms and also under the Equalities Act 2010.

7.2 SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

7.2.1 The arrangements are reviewed annually to make appropriate adjustments in line 
with electoral law and Electoral Commission expectations. 

7.3 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS IMPACTS

None.



7.4 COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS

None.

7.5 HUMAN RIGHTS ACT

7.5.1 Enshrined in electoral law.  No adverse impact.

7.6 TRADE UNION

None.

7.7 WARD IMPLICATIONS

7.7.1 No implications for ward boundaries.

7.7.2 Please see Appendix A, the summary of proposed changes to polling districts, 
polling places, polling stations and recommendations, as a result of the submissions 
made following consultation.

7.8 AREA COMMITTEE ACTION PLAN IMPLICATIONS
(for reports to Area Committees only)

None.

7.9. IMPLICATIONS FOR CORPORATE PARENTING 

None.

7.10 ISSUES ARISING FROM PRIVACY IMPACT ASSESSMENT

None. 

8. NOT FOR PUBLICATION DOCUMENTS

None.  

9. OPTIONS

Council is asked to consider the report and to;

9.1 Approve the proposed changes and recommendations to the polling districts, 
polling places and polling stations, set out in Appendix A of the report.

9.2 Approve the designation of the whole polling district as the polling place, for the 
purpose set out at paragraph 3.5.



10. RECOMMENDATIONS

10.1 That the proposed changes and recommendations to the polling districts, polling 
places and polling stations set out in Appendix A, be approved.

10.2 That the designation of the whole polling district as the polling place, be approved.

11. APPENDICES

11.1 Appendix A - Proposed Changes and (Acting) Returning Officer Recommendations.

11.2 Appendix B - Notice of Review.

12. BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS

12.1 Representations received during the consultation stages of the review.

12.2 Summary of the representations received and the (Acting) Returning Officer 
submission.

12.3 Electoral Commission guidance – Reviews of polling districts, polling places and 
polling stations.


