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1.1 This report provides an update on the use of green spaces in the District. In 2018 the 
Committee agreed that the next report should focus on what is happening locally to 
increase and improve local green space, and to make access to green spaces easier 
for more people. The Committee also requested a particular focus on the more 
deprived areas of the District after a 2018 local study showed that some urban parts of 
Bradford have relatively green streets compared to similar urban areas, but on 
average have fewer green spaces for leisure and play (Ferguson and colleagues, 
2018). There are some notable exceptions where urban areas have large, well-
maintained award-winning parks.

1.2 This report usually updates on the “proportion of residents in each local authority area 
making at least one visit to the natural environment for health or exercise purposes”1 
but the indicator is now quite out of date. It is based on a national survey with the last 
data collected in 2015-2016, when 12% of people in Bradford District who took part in 
the survey said that they had used outdoor space for exercise or health reasons. This 
was lower than the averages for England (17.9%) and Yorkshire and Humber (17.5%) 
for the same time period, but the gap appeared to be closing. However as fewer than 
100 people took part in the survey this measure provides only weak evidence of what 
is actually happening. 

1.3 Looking at more robust health and wellbeing indicators, these tell us that we have a 
significant problem with low rates of physical activity and with overweight and obesity, 
starting in childhood, and that this and other factors such as, high rates of smoking 
and problem drinking are leading to early onset of heart and lung disease and higher 
than average rates of preventable cancer. As a result many people have fewer years 
of life lived in good health and reduced life expectancy, particularly in the most 
deprived areas where both men and women die more than 6 years earlier on average 
than people in the least deprived areas.

1.4 There has been growing recognition that where we live is a key factor in shaping our 
health and wellbeing. Our neighbourhoods, homes and streets can shape how we live 
- making it easier or harder to be physically active, to access healthy food and to stay 
healthy as we age. Healthy places need a range of positive features: access to decent 
housing; decent jobs; safe, walkable urban environments; good air quality; access to 
green and open spaces for leisure, socialising, exercise and play; good travel 
connections and walkable streets and routes to local amenities.

1.5 Reviews of local, national and international evidence show that people, particularly 
children, gain additional benefit from green space. Those who live close to a traditional 
green urban park, experience higher wellbeing benefits than people who live close to 
non-green open space in urban areas. (World Health Organization, 2017) They have 
more opportunities to be active outdoors, places to meet up, breathe cleaner air.

1.6 People benefit from living in greener environments in general. Green infrastructure’ is 
defined as: “A network of multi-functional green space, urban and rural, which is 
capable of delivering a wide range of environmental and quality of life benefits for local 
communities.” This includes green streets, verges, hedges, trees, green or natural 

1 The natural environment is defined as: open spaces in and around towns and cities, parks, canals and 
nature areas; the coast and beaches; and the countryside including farmland, woodland, hills and rivers. The 
definition excludes time spent in domestic gardens and shopping trips.



paths and rights of way that link places together (National Planning Policy Framework, 
2019). A number of bids are underway to improve our local Green (and Blue – water-
based) Infrastructure (see section 3.4 below).

1.7 Providing and improving green space or infrastructure is only one part of a range of 
approaches needed to address multiple health and social inequalities. Other than the 
brief summary above, this paper does not repeat content on the District’s health 
inequalities and health and wellbeing needs, or the role played by green space in 
promoting wellbeing and the detailed evidence supporting it. These issues were 
covered comprehensively in the 2017 and 2018 papers (Background documents). 
However Appendix A provided by the Born in Bradford programme summarises the 
findings of local engagement and research on the benefits of green space for local 
wellbeing. The report has some crossover with the report received by the Committee 
on April 16th on the progress made by Active Bradford in 2018. This outlined some 
improvement in reported levels of physical inactivity, and the wide range of activities 
that will continue to address inactivity. Again this report does not repeat that content.

1.8 The paper goes on to set the scene, with an overview of green space resources and 
activity across the District, outlining how people and local organisations are using 
green space in areas of high deprivation, and the barriers, opportunities and 
challenges in those areas

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 Universal provision - Overview of assets and current provision 

2.1.1 Parks and woodland

Bradford District has 36 public parks, totalling an area of over 270 hectares. Ten of the 
parks are on the English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic 
Interest in England.  Six have received the Prestigious Green Flag Award - Lister 
Park, Roberts Park, Central Park Haworth,  Peel Park and Harold Park together with the 
recently refurbished Cliffe Castle Park & Museum. In total the Parks & Greenspace 
Service looks after 543 areas of land covering more than 2,600 hectares, this includes 109 
areas of woodland, totalling over 850 hectares, and over 1000 kilometres of rights of 
way through urban areas and open countryside that enable people to walk or cycle to 
access these areas. 

Many of the parks have active 'Friends' groups, which work with the Neighbourhoods and 
Parks & Greenspace Service to care for, protect and improve their local parks. Tree-
planting events in local woodlands are also popular with local communities.

The service has recently trialled a nature friendly parks approach, working with the Friends 
of Peel Park to introduce a more varied mowing regime in the Park. This results in areas of 
longer grass and meadow areas alongside traditional short-grass areas. This has been 
received positively: with increase in wildflowers and long grass habitat, increase in insect 
biodiversity and with less time spent on mowing and some reduction in CO2 emissions. 

2.1.2 Recreation grounds and other green space

There are over 100 recreation grounds in the Bradford district, ranging from small sites to 
areas of nearly eight hectares. Many have excellent sporting facilities, including football 



and rugby pitches, bowling greens and cricket pitches.  School sports fields are also a 
significant resource for the District, hosting a wide range of activity. 

There are 150 Traditional Equipped Play Areas, 58 Multi Use Games Areas (MUGAs) 
and sports walls, 27  Skate and wheeled parks facilities and 24 Outdoor gym 
facilities.  A number of parks have Measured Mile walking routes. 

The Parks & Greenspaces Service also maintain nearly 90 buildings, memorials and other 
structures including 38 war memorials along with 'open spaces' which can be village 
greens or simply grassed areas within residential areas. These are important 'green 
lungs' in urban areas.

2.1.3   Rights of Way

The District’s public rights of way network and natural green spaces provide valuable 
opportunities for all our communities to access the outdoors and the physical and mental 
health benefits which this provides. Iconic countryside sites and routes, including Ilkley 
Moor, Shipley Glen, the Dalesway and the Pennine Way are well known and well used by 
residents of the District and beyond, but there are significant networks and assets within 
the urban parts of the District which also contribute.

The public rights of way network (footpaths and bridleway) extends into urban areas and 
links homes with shops, schools, workplaces as well as natural spaces and parks.  These 
provide off-road links often away from traffic and, if kept open and maintained, are local 
networks that are valued by communities.  Similarly, the smaller green spaces in and 
amongst the urban developed areas are highly valued.  

The Council works with partner organisations to engage with local communities to raise 
awareness and stewardship of these areas and they in turn assist with their management 
and upkeep.  A good example is the Bradford Urban Discovery project, which is a Lottery 
funded joint initiative between the Council’s Countryside and Rights of Way Service and 
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. Here, the project officer works with communities on various 
“natural” greenspaces in Great Horton, Royds, Wibsey and Wyke Wards.  It is well 
supported by local people and Ward Members and could be replicated in other parts of the 
District.

2.1.4 How our green spaces are used

Our parks and all our public open spaces are vital to support people’s heath and 
wellbeing. They promote healthy and safe communities. Green infrastructure can 
improve the wellbeing of a neighbourhood with opportunities for recreation, exercise, 
social interaction, experiencing and caring for nature, community food-growing and 
gardening, all of which can bring mental and physical health benefits. 

Green infrastructure can help to reduce health inequalities in areas of socio-economic 
deprivation and meet the needs of families and an ageing population. It can also help to 
reduce exposure to air pollution and noise.

We aim to ensure our parks are accessible for all, fully inclusive, safe and welcoming 
places as we wish to encourage everyone to be active by walking, playing or taking park in 
sport.  This can only be achieved by having a high level of maintenance and appropriate 
resources to support all that we do.



Our Parks & Green spaces provide the majority of the district wide network and 
infrastructure for leisure such as walking routes, outdoor gyms and play opportunities. This 
enables and encourages less active and inactive members of our communities, who would 
not necessarily take part in any formal sports, to take some form of informal physical 
activity. They provide a ‘stage’ for organised events such as Park Runs in an increasing 
number of parks, and community led events, bringing people together in a wide variety of 
ways to be social, active and to support health and well being.

2.2   Programmes and projects

A number of programmes operating in urban areas of the District are now looking at how 
they can add value to the local environment so that people in urban areas can benefit from 
living in greener environments, particularly where there is not a local park. These include:

2.2.1 Bradford’s Sport England Local Delivery Pilot - Join Us: Move Play (JU:MP)

In April the Committee heard that the Active Bradford Partnership had focused on 
establishing and developing the Local Delivery Pilot which aims to increase physical 
activity in children aged 5-14 and their families in areas north of the city. Time spent 
playing or being active outside helps children’s physical and mental wellbeing. Increasing 
physical activity in 5-14 year olds is the focus of Bradford’s Sport England Local Delivery 
Pilot, known locally as Join Us: Move Play (JU:MP), in development area across an area 
of high deprivation. 

The area includes Allerton, Fairweather Green, Toller, Heaton, Manningham, City, Bolton/ 
Undercliffe, Windhill and Eccleshill a wide band across the north of the city area that 
borders and complements the Better Start Bradford area. A public engagement 
programme engaged with over 1000 people in the development of the bid. Further 
engagement since the start of the programme included a well- attended event held in Peel 
Park over the summer to promote the programme, and to listen further to local people’s 
views.   The programme plan includes an environment theme, that will develop four areas 
of activity: 

 Active travel  - active travel to school and engagement with children on cycling 
infrastructure; 

 Active playful parks – facilities for play, community and parks safety/cleanliness; 
regular play activity, cleaner parks, opportunities for informal sport and physical 
activity, events in parks and pop-up parks;

 Playful streets – design features, trails and signage to parks, play streets and 
playful snickets;

 Green space and countryside. – improving quality and safety of local green space 
to increase physical activity, developing adventurous outdoor play in green space, 
encouraging communities be active in wider countryside.

2.2.2 Born in Bradford 
 



Reports based on research by the Born in Bradford programme show positive links 
between health and wellbeing and use of green space locally, showing that easy access to 
green space is good for the wellbeing of pregnant women, and that quality of local green 
space is very important to parents of young children. Engagement work carried out by the 
team in Horton Park has informed a bid for investment in flood improvement and 
improvements to green space.

2.3 Projects

2.3.1 The Shed at Cliffe Castle

This is a flagship project with “Men in sheds”, an international movement to help men 
overcome isolation, and have somewhere they feel comfortable to talk about mental health 
issues.  The project provides a woodwork shed, potting shed and tea room within an area 
that has a Koi Carp pond.  This has been supported by Keighley Healthy Living and other 
partners who are able to signpost clients to the project.

2.3.2 Therapeutic Horticultural Weekly Sessions

These take place in partnership between the parks service and the Cellar Trust, a locally 
based mental health charity.

2.3.3 Apple Day

An annual celebration of all things apple- based, which in 2019 will launch the Keighley 
Urban Orchard project - an initiative to establish fruit trees in all types of green spaces i.e. 
formal green space, back gardens, schools, highways and housing estates.  The planting 
of fruit trees aids flood alleviation, supports pollinators, provides free fruit to families and 
children and helps with climate change. This is in partnership with a social enterprise 
called “Be the Change” and involves the Friends of Cliffe Castle, Airedale Bee Keepers, 
the Council Neighbourhoods service, Keighley Town Council, Keighley Big Local, the 
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust, Forest of Bradford and the Museum which will be 
delivering a package for school education.

2.3.4 Forest schools, outdoor play and leisure in nature

A local social enterprise is supporting the development and provision of forest schools and 
outdoor community groups and play and learning sessions. These take place in 
woodlands and parks and other natural locations in various parts of the District including in 
some of the more deprived areas.  The aim is to enable children and young people to play 
and learn in nature, particularly children from deprived areas, and for adult mental 
wellbeing groups to have increased social contact and contact with nature to improve 
mental wellbeing. 

2.4 Roundup of activities in green spaces 

A wide range of local and community activities are taking place in the District’s green 
spaces including 



 Local walking groups, supported by Champions Show the Way, who provide weekly 
organised walks in many locations right across the District. These include two walks 
run by Better Start, one in Horton Park, one weekly from Parkside centre BD5 (not 
over the summer), and one from Westend Centre BD5.

 Summer schemes for young people take place at various community centres across 
the district, making use of parks and open spaces for activities, for example at The 
Arc Canterbury, MAPA West Bowling and Parkside Centre BD5.

 Better Start Bradford funds forest schools in Bradford Moor, Bowling and Barkerend 
and Little Horton, improving outcomes for young children in these areas.  

 Keighley Big Local funds work with the community in Keighley East and work with a 
range of VCS organisations to incorporate outdoor activities in the work of refugee, 
autism, mental health and disability charities.   

 The Council’s Neighbourhoods Service organises or supports community litter picks 
and clean ups to help look after open spaces, public footpaths – including a recent 
footpath clear up and cutting back of vegetation with West Bowling Together We 
Can group. This also helps to get people outside and active, and in touch with what 
is going on in their community.

 Healthy Heaton initiative 
 All-Star Cricketers
 Bradford Trident is supporting Athletico Football Club in their Community Assert 

Transfer application for the Avenue Road football pitches
 Environmental work with young people at Doe Park, Denholme.
 Parks Manager and warden supporting young people with planting and wildlife pond 

at Foster Park Denholme. 
 Parks team on-going support for ‘Friends of’ and other groups – Royd Park, 

Wilsden, Cottingley Horticultural Group 
 Warden support to local groups including Wilsden Greenspace Group. 
 Work on the riverside path from Higher Coach Road to Roberts Park.
 Parks service working with Baildon Town Council to improve tennis courts and park 

at Cliffe Lane. 
 Cycling initiative in Lister Park (for students and the public) and City Cycling mass 

Participation event (takes place in summer).
 Bradford park runs in Lister and Horton Parks, junior park run in Roberts Park now 

also in Myrtle Park and at Cliffe Castle.
 Walking groups (e.g. dementia friendly walks, voluntary walking groups in parks) 

coordinated by Champions Show the Way at BD Care Trust.
 Daily Mile (daily 15 minute walk for children in 50 participating schools)
 Bradford City Runs (take place in the Autumn)
 Green Line Mile routes – a new route in Girlington has recently launched
 Measured mile walks within Wibsey Park, Harold Park, Peel Park and Knowles Park
 Active Travel to School Programme provided by Sustrans (the programme works 

with schools and children on walking, cycling and scooting)
 Grange Interlink, Thornbury Centre and Keighley Healthy Living Centre provide 

programmes to increase physical activity, an important element of this is utilising 
green space and encouraging walking and cycling

 Community allotments – 31 council managed sites and 20 managed by Town or 
Parish Councils or other organisations.

 24 Park gyms across the District (e.g. Bowling Park, Lund Park and White Bear 
Recreation Ground)



 Children’s playgrounds – 150 Traditional Equipped Play Areas, 58 MUGAs and 
sports walls, 27 x Skate and wheeled parks facilities

 HSBC Lets Ride and Social Ride Programme (with British Cycling)
 The District’s outdoor centres provide daytime and residential outdoor activities 

experiences for pupils in the District, including accessible activities and accessible 
residential provision at Nell Bank, and centres in the Yorkshire Dales. 

 Thai Chi and Sketch walks at Cliffe Castle Museum & Park
 ‘Friends of’ (FO) Parks groups deliver a number of events and activities across the 

district and support the sustainability of our parks i.e Newly formed FO Ilkley 
Riverside Park organise  volunteer working parties to carry out weekly 
maintenance.  

A wide and varied network of voluntary clubs and associations that support team and 
individual sports for thousands of children and adult residents’ groups are at the heart of a 
huge amount of current outdoor activity on sports grounds, in parks and in our natural 
environment. Together with the walking, cycling and running groups and clubs, allotment 
and gardening societies, environmental groups, school extra-curricular clubs, community 
groups these are too numerous to list. These groups are often active year round, week in, 
week out. Much of which they do takes place outdoors in green spaces adding up to a 
huge contribution to community life and to people’s health and wellbeing. 

3. OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

3.1 Strategy and policy 

3.1.1 Playing Pitch Strategy and Investment Programme 2019

Vision ‘To have a sustainable network of outdoor playing pitches and associated facilities 
to meet current demand and encourage future participation in physical activity and sport in 
Bradford District’

This £15m investment programme will support and deliver the outcomes of the District’s 
current and new Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS). The new Playing Pitch Strategy will fit 
with and directly support the investment programme to deliver new and refurbished 
sustainable facilities. It will align with the funding plans of Sports England and the 
individual sport National Governing Bodies. This will enable all partners to achieve their 
agreed project outcomes and outputs. The principle of creating major hub sites is based 
on:

 improving the quality, quantity and management of outdoor sport provision; 

 significantly increasing access and opportunities for wider community engagement: 

 reducing the level of revenue subsidy required through maximising pitch/facility use. 

The aim is to provide at least one all-weather pitch in each hub and to deliver:

 3 District Wide Multi Sport Hubs – Wyke Community Sports Village (see 3.4.3 more 
info below), Marley and Myra Shay.

 5 Local Multi Sports Hubs – one in each of our 5 districts



 An as yet unconfirmed number of single/dual pitch sports sites (minor sites), 
neighbourhood sites (predominantly single sport). Wherever possible these will 
seek to provide pooled/hub facilities. The majority will be existing grass pitches and 
changing facilities that will be refurbished and or upgraded. In a number of cases 
ancillary changing facilities will be provided.

3.1.2 Playable Spaces Strategy 2019 

The District’s Parks and Green spaces provide children and young people with the 
opportunity to access a variety of free to access high quality outdoor inclusive play and 
exercise opportunities throughout the district. The offer currently consists of:

 Children’s Play Space – Play provision that cater for the needs of children up to and 
around 13 years. Currently the majority of these sites are comprised of "traditional" 
equipped play areas 

 Youth Play Space - informal recreation opportunities for, broadly, the 13 to 19 age 
group, and which might include facilities like teen skateboard parks, basketball 
courts, ‘free access’ Multi Use Games Areas (MUGAs) and youth shelters

 Outdoor equipped exercise equipment 

The new strategy will provide a more tailored holistic approach, contributing to priorities 
and outcomes through the continuing provision of accessible, community-based facilities 
that support and encourage active lifestyles particularly for children and the youth 
community.

3.1.3 Bereavement Service Strategy
 
The strategy covers the future development of the Council’s cemeteries and crematoria 
with an indicative capital requirement of £17m.  Whilst this is primarily about improvements 
to the Bereavement Service, many of our cemeteries offer public open green space that is 
accessed by large numbers of local people to visit and maintain graves but also for quiet 
reflection. These spaces are therefore part of our network of green infrastructure, also 
supporting wildlife. They need to remain well-cared for and accessible for the future.

3.1.4 Cycling Strategy 

Two Local Cycling Walking Infrastructure Plans (LCWIP) are in development. The plans do 
not come with funding, but encourage advance preparation and planning to enable areas 
to respond quickly when funds become available. These are Government sponsored 
responses to concerns about obesity and lack of physical exercise. One covers walking 
routes to key destinations from Keighley Town Centre. The second is developing options 
for cycling infrastructure in South Bradford. In Wharfedale Greenways are being developed 
by Ilkley Town Council and by Otley Town Council, along highways and through green 
space. 

3.1.5 Local Plan Core strategy including open space review 

The Local Plan Core Strategy sets out the principles and policies for land use to 2030 and 
includes policies on economy, environment, transport and housing. A current review has 
provided the opportunity to revise policies relating to housing and open and green spaces. 



Green spaces are an important focus within the Core Strategy with a number of policies 
making reference to their importance for health and well-being and the environment. The 
following policies and planning documents have been reviewed and the proposed changes 
have been consulted on: 

Green Infrastructure – strengthened to require new development to identify opportunities 
to link areas of Green Infrastructure together where there are gaps. It also indicates that 
green spaces and corridors which make a significant contribution to the Green 
Infrastructure network will be protected – and now counts the following types of space as 
contributing to the Green Infrastructure provision: community gardens, green spaces for 
multigenerational play and leisure and small scale food growing opportunities. Protection 
and Improvements in provision of Open Space - new housing developments to require 
the provision of open space. The Housing Quality policy has been revised to cross-
reference to this new requirement and also to the new Homes and Neighbourhoods 
Design Guide (see below).

A new ‘Creating Healthy Places’ policy has been proposed for the Core Strategy Review, 
based on evidence-based principles for improving wellbeing. This includes the principles 
that children should be able to play safely outdoors close to home, and that the District 
should seek to protect, increase and enhance urban green space and green infrastructure. 

New Guidance on designing and developing Homes and Neighbourhoods 
Through this new guidance, proposals for future development schemes must show a 
strategy for the design, provision and integration of open space. Developers must show 
how they will meet the guidance on creating healthy, well-connected places, green streets, 
outdoor play opportunities for children and open space for other residents.  

Open Space Assessment
A new Open Space Assessment is underway to replace the 2006 assessment. This is  
remapping and auditing the quality of all open space sites across the District and carrying 
out a survey of how people use and value open space, their perceptions of quality and 
quantity of open space in their local area and how open space can be improved. The 
assessment will inform new planning policy in the Site Allocations Development Plan 
Document (DPD) as part of the new Local Plan. This means that it will be used to identify 
the sites to be designated as protected open space and will set standards for the amount 
of open space to be provided as part of new developments. 

3.2 Removing barriers to access

To reduce health inequalities we will need to understand and remove the barriers that 
prevent people with or at higher risk of poor health from using local green space. Barriers 
to use of green and open spaces include bad weather, distance, lack of transport, the cost 
to community groups of booking use of parks, unfamiliarity, lack of experience of using 
green spaces. One group, running outdoor activities focused in areas of deprivation, 
reports that 

“we have seen people change their perception of parks and woodlands (to see them) as 
safe places to play and enjoy as a family.” 

Community groups and projects may need to provide wet weather gear and transport, 
particularly in low-income areas. 



Community engagement work carried out in the Better Start area found that barriers to use 
of green space include litter, perceptions of poor safety, distance to travel and uncertainty 
about whether smaller areas of local green space are for public use. 

Where green space is lacking or needs improvement, we need to better understand  what 
local people want and to support local action such as fundraising and organising 
community clean ups. Ward officers and wardens are already supporting such activity in 
parks and green space in many areas of the District. A local group reports having good 
relationships with woodlands and parks teams that help them to make use of green space 
and natural settings. However there are still barriers:

“One of the ongoing issues we have is the problem with litter, fly tipping and dog mess and 
also anti social activity e.g. drug and alcohol misuse in parks, woodlands and green 
spaces.  The council and ‘Friends of’ groups work hard to overcome these issues but it is 
(ongoing). We do believe that the more pro-social activity going on in green spaces, the 
more it discourages anti social behaviour.” 

Major roads between residential areas and local green spaces and play parks can put 
people off walking to green spaces or using them as part of their daily route to work or 
school, encouraging people to drive rather than walk. Safe, green walking routes along the 
District’s network of rights of way and safe, green attractive streets can encourage people 
to walk to local attractions, including parks. This is an  important way to build physical 
activity into people’s daily routines and to reduce people’s exposure to air pollution on their 
everyday journeys. 

A focus on getting our green and open spaces right for children and young people and for 
people with additional needs can help to improve access for all. The Open Space audit is 
evaluating provision of toilet and changing facilities, seating, cafés and access to free 
water, all of which can enable people to use green spaces with confidence and to make 
longer visits. 

A recent study concluded that creating a range of small but high-quality local green spaces 
in urban areas of the District where green space is lacking would have a higher impact on 
people’s health and wellbeing, and be more feasible, than creating a single large space. 
This understanding should help to inform decisions about equitable access to green 
space, making urban areas greener and more pleasant places to live, work and to move 
around in (Ferguson and colleagues, 2018).

A number of programmes and bids aim to remove barriers to use and improve access to 
smaller green spaces, particularly in areas of high deprivation. 

Both the Better Start Programme and the Sport England Local Delivery Pilot (described 
above) are preparing to work with the Council’s Landscape team to refurbish or create a 
number of smaller green spaces for local communities. In addition several council or 
partner led bids, described at 3.4 below, aim to secure further funds to extend this 
approach. 

Removing barriers to access in deprived communities will mean that the benefits of 
equitable access to green space will be more widely enjoyed, as well as helping to 
improve health outcomes for individuals and communities this will support the strategic 
objectives of a wide range of plans and strategies including the District Plan, the Economic 



and Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategies and the Children, Young People and Families 
Plan. 

3.4     Development opportunities 

3.4.1 Multi-Use Sports Hub Pilot 

Wyke Community Sports Village (WCSV) will be the pilot project through a £5.4 m 
funded with partnership funding from Football Foundation & British Cycling. It will provide:

A bespoke closed loop cycle track 1.7km long
Cyclo Cross Track
A full sized Artificial Grass Pitch – for both football and rugby union and league usage
3 x refurbished grass pitches
Large community and club meeting space with café facilities
Catering facilities
Changing Facilities and WC’s
Spectator viewing areas
Car parking and wider site landscaping

Interested parties include the Local Health Champions for mindfulness and mental health 
initiatives  for men, young people and older people; the local GP Practice for their health 
referrals programme; and the Youth Service for initiatives with young people at the site. 
Groups wishing to access the facilities for non-sport activities can use indoor space 
included in the centre. This additional general-use space may be an unthreatening way to 
introduce a wider range of people to opportunities for sport and physical activity.

3.4.2 Cliffe Castle Museum & Park (Health Lottery Fund restored park)

As part of the £4.5m refurbishment of the park, a Heritage Park Officer post was created 
and this has enabled delivery of a number of initiatives and activities to take place 
including a ‘Men in Sheds’ approach to mental wellbeing support for men who may be 
reluctant to access mental health support. 

3.4.3 Current bids to renovate or create parks, green space or green infrastructure

The following bids are in process or in preparation, led by the Council’s Landscape and 
Planning or Highways teams, with Public Health team input. They are included here to 
demonstrate the level of ambition to provide new, multifunctional green spaces or to green 
streets and busy road junctions for local communities, particularly in areas where these 
are lacking. The process of developing bids involves community engagement to benefit 
from the local knowledge of residents and local organisations. Even where bids are 
unsuccessful having a pipeline of projects that are ready to go and have local support 
means that the District can respond quickly when new funding opportunities arise. 

Heritage Fund Lottery Bid



A bid to the newly launched Heritage Fund (Jan 2019) will see the Parks & Greenspace 
service scope and prepare a bid to refurbish another of the parks within the Bradford 
District. 

BEGIN - (Blue Green Infrastructure through Social Innovation) European Regional 
Development Fund
This is a successful joint first stage bid by a consortium of cities (including Bradford and 
three others from the UK) for a blue-green infrastructure scheme in each city. Bradford’s 
proposal is to support and extend the development and enhancement of green-blue 
infrastructure along the Bradford –Shipley Route Improvement scheme. The scheme will 
develop a network of green spaces to promote sustainable transport and enhance 
biodiversity in the valley. A length of the Bradford Beck will be brought back to the surface 
to create a more natural environment including wetlands, meadow and woodland. Public 
access will be greatly enhanced to promote healthy lifestyles with a focus on through-
routes for cycling and walking. Flooding will be tackled through swales (dips in the land), 
and ‘raingardens’ and flood mitigating tree pits all of which collect and drain away surface 
water. Street trees and new shrub planting adjacent to the road will help to mitigate 
against air pollution and create a more attractive local environment for residents and 
businesses. A further bid to the European Social Infrastructure Fund will be submitted at 
the end of September for additional blue-green works to expand the scope of the project.

Horizon 2020 Liveable Cities
This bid has passed the expression of interest phase and is being worked up into a full bid 
to the fund from a group of European cities including Bradford. If successful it will focus on 
the Girlington area, adding trees and other green infrastructure to streets and developing 
or renovating a number of small areas of green space. 

Green Blue Gateways Bid to the European Social Infrastructure Fund
This bid was submitted in late August to add green and blue (water-based) infrastructure 
to a series of parcels of land, providing sustainable drainage to reduce surface water 
flooding and a biodiverse network of habitats in an area west of the city centre. The project 
proposes to rehabilitate and remediate land adjacent to road junctions on the A6177 Outer 
Ring Road in Toller, Manningham and City wards, adding new green spaces and 
improving and linking existing green spaces. This will create a chain of interconnected 
green spaces and natural environments making a pleasant walking route to encourage 
people to walk more, increasing physical activity and supporting people’s mental 
wellbeing. 

Horizon 2020 LIFE CRITICAL EU project  
An environmental climate adaptation project for Horton Park. If successful the bid would 
secure matched revenue and capital funding to work with local communities to develop 
climate change adaptation solutions that will also improve amenity space in the park. 
Citizen Participation is to be the main driver of the implementation process to ensure that 
local people feel ownership of the process, design and outcomes for the park. This will 
build on community engagement carried out by Born in Bradford during the development 
of the bid. 

Better Start Bradford – Better Place Theme

Better Place is an initiative to improve the local environment in the Better Start Bradford 
area for small children (aged 0-3) and their families. The theme has funds to deliver a 
range of capital improvements to the local environment in the Better Start area. These will 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/erdf/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/funding/erdf/


focus on reducing the exposure of pregnant women and young children to air pollution. 
The approach is based on research findings which indicate that useable urban green 
spaces add value to the health and wellbeing of communities and can help to offset the 
detrimental effects of pollution. The Council’s Landscape and Heritage team are working in 
partnership with Trident to help secure an additional £500k from the European Social 
Infrastructure Fund to enhance the project. Securing additional funding would deliver a 
range of green and blue infrastructure projects in some of the most deprived areas of 
Bradford, where the need for environmental improvements is greatest, and where 
engagement with local communities has improved understanding of barriers to using local 
green space and the actions that can help to remove them.

3.5 Summary 

There is a wide range of activity relating to green space across the District. This ranges 
from informal community use of the open-access, universal provision in parks, woodlands 
and natural spaces, to organised sport and leisure activities in parks and at recreation 
grounds, to targeted area-based programmes and projects such as the Sport England 
Delivery Pilot and Better Start’s Better Place projects. Development opportunities and bids 
for external funds provide opportunities to focus on the more deprived areas of the District, 
particularly where green space has been lacking or is in need of improvement. 

The network of sport, leisure and voluntary, community and faith organisations and 
schools play an important role in providing activities that attract people to make use of 
green spaces, supporting and enabling people to make use of these assets in ways that 
will support their physical and mental wellbeing. Ensuring that all areas of the District have 
these opportunities should help to improve wellbeing and reduce health inequalities over 
time.

4. FINANCIAL & RESOURCE APPRAISAL

4.1 The Council has allocated: 
o £17m to meet an indicative capital requirement for the future development of 

the Council’s cemeteries and crematoria.
o £15m to fund the Playing Pitch Strategy and Development Programme. 

4.2 A number of the proposed initiatives described here, under section 3.4 
Development Opportunities, are reliant on ongoing bids for funding from external 
bodies, including from European Union grant funds. UK eligibility for some of these 
funds may be subject to review, dependent on the outcome of Brexit negotiations.

5. RISK MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE ISSUES

5.1 Programmes and projects described will be subject to individual risk management 
and governance arrangements. 

6. LEGAL APPRAISAL - 

6.1 Part 1 of the Health and Social Care Act 2012 (the Act) places legal responsibility 
for Public Health within Bradford Council. Specifically Section 12 of the Act created 
a new duty requiring Local Authorities to take such steps as they consider 



appropriate to improve the health of the people in its area. The Public Health 
department in the Local Authority supports the performance of this duty.

6.2 Section 31 of the Act required Local Authorities to pay regards to guidance issued 
by the Secretary of State for Health when exercising their public health functions 
and in particular Local Authorities are required to have regard to the Department of 
Health’s Public Health Outcomes Framework.

7. OTHER IMPLICATIONS

7.1 EQUALITY & DIVERSITY

7.11 Access to outdoor space is not equal across the population of England. National 
research (CABE, 2010, MENE survey 2017) shows that people living in the most 
deprived areas and people of Black and Minority Ethnic origin are less likely on 
average to have access to green areas, with less opportunity to gain the health 
benefits of green spaces compared to people living in greener, generally more 
affluent areas. Local research  (Ferguson and colleagues, 2018) largely confirms 
this picture for Bradford District.

7.2 SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS

7.21 Provision of green space will be important for future district residents, particularly 
given the 2019 declaration of climate emergency by the Council and by the West 
Yorkshire Combined Authority. Demographic, environmental and economic 
pressures are liable to persist into the mid 21st Century. The report highlights the 
need to recognise the contribution of green spaces for health outcomes. A 
sustainability oriented policy approach will ensure that green space is safeguarded 
for future generations. Green space is increasingly seen as an important protective 
and resilient infrastructure to buffer populations against climate impacts. Its value 
will increase as climate impacts worsen. 

7.3 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS IMPACTS

7.31 Actions to improve utilisation of green spaces may reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. Active travel is a low cost abatement option which, if effective could 
significantly reduce green house gas emissions. Local environmental improvement 
and social activity to increase active travel are intrinsic to this approach. More 
broadly, green house gases are embedded in natural assets and degradation of 
these assets will also result in emissions.

7.4 COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS

7.41 In broad terms, perception of safety and security within residential and community 
environments can be influenced by proximity and access to good quality green 
space.  It is important that people feel safe in their local green spaces, that they are 
well-lit and well-maintained this is integral to communities’ willingness to use local 
green assets and to allow children to use them. 

7.5 HUMAN RIGHTS ACT

7.51 None



7.6 TRADE UNION

7.61 None

8. NOT FOR PUBLICATION DOCUMENTS

8.1 None

9. OPTIONS

9.1 None provided

10. RECOMMENDATIONS

10.1 That the Committee comments as appropriate.

11. APPENDICES

Appendix A- Summary of evidence on the benefits of green space, Born in 
Bradford. 
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