
Appendix D

Comments from Responses to Low Ash Nursery Consultation 7/9/18 – 19/10/18

Agree to close nursery (6)

I feel the Low Ash Nursery should be closed due to the following: • The uncertainty around school 
funding,  both at present and (particularly) in the near future • The strain on the main school budget 
to ‘top up’ any shortfall in nursery place funding should not enough places be filled  • The lack of 
interest/demand for Low Ash Nursery places despite a promotional drive and the popularity of Low 
Ash in all other year groups  • The preference of parents/carers, following responses to a school 
questionnaire, for longer hours (early morning and late evening  • The preference of parents/carers, 
following responses to a school questionnaire, who already have their child in a nursery (from an 
earlier age) so not to unsettle their child  • Unfilled places at other nearby nurseries/schools could 
be filled instead. This would help finances of these schools/providers  • A part-time nursery would 
mean underuse of a room/resources for 2.5 days per week as it wouldn’t be feasible to be 
rearranging furniture and resources on a daily basis   • The opportunity to relocate Nursery staff to 
the additional Reception Class in September 2019 which would avoid any possible redundancies

Its sad that this is the case, however with more families utilising private nurseries, several of whom 
the school already works closely with at the transition to nursery stage. And the school expanding, it 
makes sense, both financially and space wise, to consider closing the nursery.

I have worked with the school for a number of years now and over that time I have seen numbers in nursery 
classes dwindle.  All 3 of my children when to the nursery at Low Ash but that was only possible because I 
have family locally who could provide wrap-around care; as a working parent if this had not been available 
they would have had to stay in paid nursery to provide the 7.30am - 6pm care that I needed.  When my 
children were in nursery the only free provision was through a school nursery, this is no longer the case and 
most private nurseries now also provide free places; there is therefore very little effect

I think their are now numerous options for parents to attend nursery which probably suit any 
working parents better. I would like to see the space and staff used to aid the expansion of the 
school without taking resources away from children already at the school.

Like any other business, if it costs the school to keep the nursery open then I believe it should close 
and the money spent elsewhere in the school.

Reduce to 26/26 (13)

I think the letter is misleading as it says that 42 children were in the nursery Summer 2018 but as 16 
of these were for 30 hours the nursery is nearly full (58 sessions out of 60). September 2018 59 are 
expected and already 48 out of 60 are taken for September 2019. In addition new housing is 
anticipated (which is why the school is expanding) so it's likely that the demand for nursery places 
would increase. I understand the staff ratio issue and that 52 places would be more affordable to run 
but it is disingenuous to say there is a lack of demand. To close this nursery would have a massive 
impact on local families

I think it would be a shame to see the nursery close as it is such a lovely environment for young 
children to be introduced to school life.
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I strongly disagree with the option to close the nursery completely and believe that a full closure 
would have a huge detrimental affect on local families and children. This is the only school-run 
nursery in the Wrose area and does a fantastic job of helping young children transition from nursery 
to school. I would like the nursery to remain open, possibly increasing the catchment area to fill 
places, however I appreciate the government cuts to funding (which I find abhorrent) result in 
measures needing to be taken therefore have selected the most practical option available overleaf.

The school has a good quality nursery and an oversubscribed school. There are houses being developed in 
the area and the school is expanding to take more children from reception age.  I think the school should re-
look at the hours they offer to parents as this seems to be one of the issues for parents not using the 
nursery. If the school are unable to offer longer hours then consider working with local providers to offer 
the wraparound care that working parents require. I understand the finacial preassures not being full can 
have on a schools budget however I think to loose such a good provision will be at the det

As indicated in the consultation document, proposal 2 would cause the least disruption to both parents and 
children...  Proposal 2 will only require 22 out of the proposed 26 places for the schools costs to break even,  
therefore the existing waiting list already contain more than that (24 equivalent) and therefore funding is 
already more than covered by the existing waiting list for 2019/20.   In addition the number of significant 
housing developments in the area would no doubt create f

Proposal 2 seems to be the most reasonable option for all concerned

This seems the most appropriate solution by keeping nursery open for existing and future children 
and reducing the financial burden on the school.

I am not hspoy about any changes being made but i understand that it maybe neccessary. I dojt agree 
with the arguement that tuere will be no demand. They are increasing the size of the school as lots of 
houses are been built in the area so surely nursery places will be needed too.

If there has to be changes it should be the reduction in numbers. I am not happy about any changes.

This is the best option.  Losing the nursery would be a big loss to future children.

Seems sensible considering everything.

First Choice 26/26  Second Choice close nursery

Working in a private nursery I understand how hard it is to fill a nursery but I don't agree it should close.

My oldest daughter attended this nursery and came on leaps and bounds when she was there, I was so 
happy with the help and involvement of the teachers. I was expecting my son to be going here and would 
be a shame if it closed.
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Change to am/pm (5)

I would be happy with most measures taken that would keep the nursery open. We chose Low Ash school 
based on the nursery facility so to lose it would be a massive blow to the community.
My son currently attends Low Ash Nursery on the 30 hour cohort and my daughter attended last year also 
the 30 hour a week scheme. We as a family absolutely wholeheartedly agree the nursery should not be 
closed as it is a influential part of the school and community. It is a highly important part of the school and 
the teaching and learning is of a truly high standard preparing children for their transition into reception 
and forms a highly influential part of children's development and journey into education. The staff are all so 
passionate and motivated and make early year so exciting and enjoyable whilst following the early years 
framework guidelines. Low Ash Nursery is a fundamental part of Low Ash School and should most definitely 
not be closed as this could lead to educational failings within the Wrose community.

2 or 3 days per week (0)

Remain as it is (13)

This is going to be a 3 form entry in the next year !!!!! To take away the nursery would be crazy more 
children mean more younger siblings. It would be a silly and In my opinion down turn for this school. 
We don't have nursery places of a high standard within our area. Children in wrose have no upper 
school so face buses when older. Surely we should be allowed provision for all our under 9s at bare 
minimum !!

To find out that Low Ash Nursery could be closing is disappointing and distressing, I had my 
daughter's name down for this school as soon as she was born hoping to have a Nursery place for 
September 19. This is the school I wanted my daughter to learn, develop and make friends as I know it 
is a great setting for her. I hope that after this consultation that this Nursery continues to stay open and 
help the education of all children in Wrose and surrounding areas.
No other nurseries nearby.
I feel nursery should remain how it is now. Having a nursery class attached to the school is important as it 
helps children to settle into the school environment ready for reception class. It gets children into a structured 
school day routine, compared to day nurseries. And if children continue into Low Ash reception it sets them up 
for the whole school life at Low Ash as they get used to staff, the building and also friends they keep until they 
leave in year 6. It really benefits children to have the nursery class it definitely helped my children to settle 
into school life.

I've just moved into the area. I rang before the summer holidays, to try and get my 3 1/2 year old into 
nursery, to be told it was already full, but to come in on the first day of school. I attended Low Ash on 
5th September with my application to be advised that it was still full. No morning or afternoon or full 
days are available. Yet today when I go to register my little boy to come next September I'm told it 
may close cos you can't fill the places? Confused.

I feel that this should carry on how it should be as my daughter was doing the 30 hours full time  and it 
was prefect for me as I just live around the corner to the school and it is a lovely school my son will be 
attending this school he is going to be 2 this November 2018 I would take full advantage of the nursey 
as the school is really good and the teachers are brilliant my daughter is talking more

I said my daughter to this school my son should start 2019 and do not want this closed
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  I am concerned at the potential impact of closing/reducing provision on local non car-owning 
families, and those with limited access to private transport.  Although alternative provision is available 
in the Ward/children’s centre reach, the geography of the area makes it hard for any families who need 
early years provision within walking distance to access their child’s entitlement. Earlier research 
indicated that working families would be more likely to use school provision at Low Ash if it could be 
more flexible.  Before coming to a final decision, I would like the school to consider options for 
offering flexible provision five days a week in conjunction with before and after-school wrap around 
care.  This could be either on-site or with an off site provider in order to meet working parents’ needs.  
Moving to a more flexible offer has significantly boosted take-up of places at a number of schools 
with low take-up.  

  I am concerned at the potential impact of closing/reducing provision on local non car-owning 
families, and those with limited access to private transport.  Although alternative provision is available 
in the Ward/children’s centre reach, the geography of the area makes it hard for any families who need 
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My son currently attends Low Ash Nursery on the 30 hour cohort and my daughter attended last year also the 
30 hour a week scheme. We as a family absolutely wholeheartedly agree the nursery should not be closed as it 
is a influential part of the school and community. It is a highly important part of the school and the teaching 
and learning is of a truly high standard preparing children for their transition into reception and forms a highly 
influential part of children's development and journey into education. The staff are all so passionate and 
motivated and make early year so exciting and enjoyable whilst following the early years framework 
guidelines. Low Ash Nursery is a fundamental part of Low Ash School and should most definitely not be closed 
as this could lead to educational failings within the Wrose community.

I have found the 30 hour and 15 hour split beneficial to both working parents. One point I would 
like to highlight on is I did have 2 parents at a childrens play area discuss Low Ash Nursery intake 
as they asked where my son was due to begin for September start, I did inform then of Low Ash and 
one parent was very confused as she said she had read the intake banner advertisement the school 
displayed as 30+15 hour places for working parents. I pointed out that I work part time and partner 
is full time the same as her and she hadn't realised the actual intake of children was for both working 
and non working parents so she and this other parent had applied elsewhere when they wanted Low 
Ash. The banner advertisement seemed misleadig as it mentioned working parents- whereas other 
schools didn't mention this- think this may of caused some confustion + put some parents off 
applying.
There is many people I know that will / want to bring their kids here but think they can't due to not living 
within the surrounding areas.
I feel that children both my own and friends children learn a lot more at school nursery, also prepares them 
for starting in reception by already attending the school. I feel the staff at Low Ash Nursery have a lot more 
knowledge and teaching skills than a lot of private nurseries.
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No option selected (2)

My grandughter goes here so will my gransom if this nursey does not close

I have my gran son and will have another two of my grandsons attending this nursey in 2020 we 
don’t want this to close as all my grandkids attend this school and cannot put our grankids in 
different schools please I hear that this nursey remains open and how it was run before as my 
daughter law works and gets 30 hours and she used this at this school already and wants to still use 
this


