
 
 

        
     

 
Report of the Strategic Director of Children’s Services 
to the meeting of the Children’s Services Overview & 
Scrutiny Committee to be held on 10

th
 October 2018 

 
 

           H 
Subject: Provisional Educational Standards Report 2018 – Early Years to Key Stage 2  
 
Summary statement: 
 

 This report outlines some of the provisional outcomes for Bradford schools from the 2018 Early 
Years, Key Stages 1 and 2 national tests and teacher assessments.  
 

 Much of this report is based upon provisional data. A few 2018 national averages have been 
released and where they exist they have been used. The validated results will be reported to the 
Committee in February 2019. 
 

 Results for 2018 generally indicate that the proportion of pupils achieving the expected standard 
across the range of subjects and age groups within the Primary Phase have continued to rise. 
However, the improvements are not sufficient to reduce the gaps against the indicative national 
averages. 
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1. Summary 
 

1.1 The proportion of pupils achieving a Good Level of Development by the end of the reception 
year reduced in 2018.The gap to the indicative national figure widened to -5%.  

 
1.2  Outcomes in phonics in 2018 improved by 1% to 81% resulting in the maintenance of the 1% 

gap when compared to the national figure of 82%. 
 
1.3 Bradford’s Key Stage 1 results have improved in 2018 in the expected standard performance 

measures in writing, declined slightly by -1% in reading and remained the same in mathematics.  
The gap to the national figures remained at -4% in reading but increased by one percentage 
point to -3% in writing and mathematics.. 

 
1.4 At the end of Key Stage 2 the proportion of pupils achieving the expected standard in the 

combined reading, writing and mathematics has improved from 57% in 2017 to 60% in 2018.  
The gap with the national figure remains at -4%. 
 

1.5 Bradford continues to perform positively in the KS1 to KS2 progress measures. 
 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 This report provides a summary of performance for children and young people attending 

Bradford schools at the following key stages: 

 Early Years Foundation Stage – 5 year olds  (Draft results) 

 Key Stage 1 – 7 year olds  (Draft results) 

 Key Stage 2 – 11 year olds  (Draft results) 
 
2.2 The results for Early Years and Key Stages 1 and 2 involve 91 LA maintained primary schools 

and 69 primary academies/free schools.  
 
3. OTHER CONSIDERATIONS: REPORT ISSUES 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP) Outcomes 2018 
 

 Since 2013 there has been a rising trend in the percentage of Bradford pupils achieving a 
Good Level of Development (GLD) however there has been a slight decline in 2018.  
There has been a -1% decrease since 2017, but over the last three year period there has 
been an increase of +1%. The gap to the provisional national figure has widened by two 
percentage points to -5% in 2018.  

 Girls continue to outperform boys but the rate of improvement for boys is better than that 
for girls indicating the positive impact of the Early Years initiatives targeting boys’ 
achievement.  
 
 



 
 

 
 
% of pupils achieving the Expected Standard in Good Level of Development 

% Good Level of Development 2016 2017 2018 Improvement  
2016 - 2018 

Bradford 66 68 67 +1 

National 69 71 72 * +3 

Gap:  -3 -3 -5  

           (* provisional data) 
 
EYFSP Good Level of Development Gender Gap 

% Good Level of Development 2016 2017 2018 Improvement  
2016 - 2018 

Girls Bradford 74 75 74 0 

Girls National 77 78 n/a  

Gap -3 -3   

 

% Good Level of Development 2016 2017 2018 Improvement  
2016 - 2018 

Boys Bradford 59 60 60 +1 

Boys National 62 64 n/a  

Gap -3 -4   

 
2 Year Old Offer - The number of children who have received the ‘two year old offer’ has been 
increasing year on year from 2517 in 2016 to 3361 in 2018.  In 2018, 44% of children assessed had 
received this offer and of these 62% achieved a GLD. The gap between the eligible and non-eligible 
has remained at 9% between 2016 and 2018.   

 
% of 2 Year Offer Pupils Achieving A Good Level of Development 

% Good Level of Development 2016 2017 2018 Improvement  
2016 - 2018 

Eligible 2 Year Offer Pupils 60 63 62 +2 

Non Eligible 2 Year Offer Pupils 69 71 71 +2 

Gap -9 -8 -9  

 
 
Mean average points score 
 



 
 

The DfE report a supporting measure which is the mean average point score; this is calculated 
across all 17 Early Learning Goals (ELGs) and takes account of all children’s results, not just 
those who have achieved the GLD. The Bradford result declined slightly in 2018 to 33.5 points 
from 33.8 points in 2017. The 2018 provisional national average is 34.5 points. 
 
Summary 

 
Children’s Services is working with its partners including the Literacy Hub  to tackle boys’ 
underperformance in reading and writing; Better Start Bradford is focusing on early intervention 
with children from 0-2 year olds to tackle early language development; two Teaching School 
Alliances are targeting primary schools with wide gender gaps and those who have wide gaps 
between the disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged children.  
 
Phonics outcomes 2018 

 

 Outcomes in phonics in 2018 improved by 1% to 81% resulting in the maintenance of the 1% 
gap when compared to the national figure of 82%. 

 The data shows girls continue to perform better than boys.  

 The proportion of Year 2 pupils passing the Phonics screening check has remained the 
same at 90% as has the national data hence resulting in the gap between Bradford and 
National remaining at -2%. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 % Year 1 and Year 2 pupils meeting the expected standard in Phonics 

Phonics 2016 2017 2018 Improvement 

75 

79 80 81 

77 

81 81 82 

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

2015 2016 2017 2018

P
e

rc
e

n
ta

ge
 

Chart : % of Year 1 pupils achieving the Expected Standard in 
Phonics 

Bradford

National



 
 

2016-2018 

Achieving Phonics Standard 
by the end of Year 1 

Bradford 79 80 81 +2 

National 81 81 82 +1 

 Gap  -2 -1 -1  

Achieving Phonics Standard 
by the end of Year 2 

Bradford 90 90 90 0 

National 91 92 92 +1 

 Gap  -1 -2 -2  

Phonics Standard Score (set by DfE) 32 32 32  

 
Phonics Gender Gap 

% Passing the screening check 2016 2017 2018 
Improvement 

2016-2018 

Girls Bradford 84 84 85 +1 

Girls National 84 85 86 +2 

Gap 0 -1 -1  

 

% Passing the screening check 2016 2017 2018 
Improvement 

2016-2018 

Boys Bradford 74 76 76 +2 

Boys National 77 78 79 +2 

Gap -3 -2 -3  

 
To increase the proportion of children passing the phonics screening checks, the Primary 
Achievement Team identified schools with scores of 10% or more below the national average, 
monitored and challenged the practices observed. The identified schools were also encouraged 
to learn from best practice in other better performing schools. Analysis of the 2018 provisional 
outcomes indicates an improvement in most of the targeted schools. 
 
Key Stage 1 outcomes 2018 
 

 The proportion of pupils achieving the expected standard has increased by 1%, in writing, 
remained the same in mathematics and decreased by 1% in reading.  In reading the gap to 
the provisional national average has remained at -4%. In writing and mathematics, the gap 
has increased by one percentage point to -3%. 

 Bradford’s rate of improvement between 2016 and 2018 in reading and mathematics is 
similar to that of the national. However in writing the national rate of improvement is better 
than Bradford. 

 



 
 

 
 
 

% of pupils achieving the Expected Standard reading, writing and maths 

% Expected 
Standard 

 

Reading Writing Maths 

2016 2017 2018 

Imp  
2016 

- 
2018 

2016 2017 2018 

Imp  
2016 

- 
2018 

2016 2017 2018 

Imp  
2016 

- 
2018 

Bradford 70 72 71 +1 64 66 67 +3 70 73 73 +3 

National 74 76 75 +1 65 68 70  +5 73 75 76 +3 

Gap -4 -4 -4  -1 -2 -3  -3 -2 -3  

 
 
Gender performance at the end of KS1 in 2018: 
 

 Girls continue to outperform boys in all three subject areas. The largest difference in 
attainment by gender continues to be in writing with a gap of 14 percentage points. 

 Schools have been encouraged to focus on the impact of the teaching of phonics on 
outcomes in writing in particular for boys. 
 
 

  2018 KS1 – % Boys and Girls Achieving Expected Standard  

  Reading (%) Writing (%) Maths (%) 

  Bradford National Gap Bradford National Gap Bradford National Gap 

All 71 75 -4 67 70 -3 73 76 -3 

Girls 77 80 -3 74 77 -3 74 77 -3 

Boys 67 71 -4 60 63 -3 71 75 -4 

 
 
 

Key Stage 2 outcomes 2018 
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Expected standard 
 

 In the main performance measure, the percentage of pupils meeting the expected standard 
in combined reading, writing and mathematics (RWM) increased by +3% in 2018. The gap 
with the unvalidated national average has remained at -4%. (-6% in 2016). 

 The proportion of pupils achieving the expected standard in reading rose by 4% this year 
resulting in the narrowing of the gap from -9% in 2016 to -5% in 2018. 

 The proportion of pupils achieving the expected standard in mathematics remained the 
same as the 2017 validated average, however the difference with the unvalidated national 
average has fallen from -4% in 2016 to -3% in 2018. 

 The proportion of pupils achieving the expected standard in writing rose by 2% this year and  
the difference with the unvalidated national average has remained at -2% in 2018.  

 The proportion of pupils achieving the expected standard in GPS rose by 1% this year and 
the difference with the unvalidated national average has remained at -2% in 2018. 
 

 
 

 

% 
Expected 
Standard 

RWM Reading Writing 

2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 

Bradford 47 57 60 57 66 70 74 74 76 

National 53 61 64 66 72 75 74 76 78 

Gap -6 -4 -4 -9 -6 -5 0 -2 -2 

 

% 
Expected 
Standard 

Maths GPS 

2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 

Bradford 66 73 73 69 75 76 

National 70 75 76 73 77 78 

Gap -4 -2 -3 -4 -2 -2 

 
Bradford’s rate of improvement between 2016 and 2018 exceeds that of the national in reading, 
mathematics and GPS.  
 

% Expected Standard improvement  RWM Reading Writing Maths GPS 



 
 

2016 to 2018 

Bradford +13 +13 +2 +7 +7 

National +11 +9 +4 +6 +5 

 
Gender Performance at the end of KS2 in 2018: 
 

 Girls continue to outperform boys in all three subject areas. The largest difference in attainment 
by gender continues to be in writing with a gap of 14 percentage points. 

 Schools were challenged to closely monitor the performance of different groups of children, 
including boys, and will continue to receive challenge to address the underperformance of their 
lowest performing groups.  

 

  2018 KS2 – % Pupils Achieving Expected Standard  

  Reading (%) Writing (%) Maths (%) 

  Bradford National Gap Bradford National Gap Bradford National Gap 

All 71 75 -4 67 70 -3 73 76 -3 

Girls 77 80 -3 74 77 -3 74 77 -3 

Boys 67 71 -4 60 63 -3 71 75 -4 

 
 
Greater Depth  

 The proportion of pupils achieving greater depth increased in all subjects this year. The 
increase was more substantial in reading (+3%) and GPS (+4%) but modest in the other 
subjects. This is due to schools focusing on the performance of more able learners. 

 

 
 

 
 

% Higher 
attaining 

RWM Reading Writing 

2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 

Bradford 3 7 8 12 20 23 13 16 17 

National 5 9 10 19 25 28 15 18 20 

Gap -2 -2 -2 -7 -5 -5 -2 -2 -3 

 



 
 

% Higher 
attaining 

Maths GPS 

2016 2017 2018 2016 2017 2018 

Bradford 13 20 22 17 28 32 

National 17 23 24 23 31 34 

Gap -4 -3 -2 -6 -3 -2 

 
 
Indicative Provisional Progress Measures  
  

 Internal and unvalidated calculations indicate Bradford is continuing to perform positively 
in progress measures.  

 Progress in Reading has improved from 0.1 in 2017 to 0.3 in 2018.  

 Progress in Mathematics has improved from 0.9 in 2017 to 1.1 in 2018.  

 Progress in Writing remains a positive measure even though it has declined from 1.0 in 
2017 to 0.9 in 2018. 

 

 
KS2 Progress Measures for 2016 to 2018 

 2016 2017 2018 

Reading  -0.7 0.1 0.3 

Writing 1.0 1.0 0.9 

Mathematics  0.3 0.8 1.1 

 
Primary Issues and actions  
 

 The key issues for primary schools in the district remain the need to continue to raise 
attainment and accelerate progress in all subject areas across both key stages.  

 The Information Management Team (IMT) has revised and improved the school data 
packs. These are enabling school leaders and governors to analyse the performance of 
the different groups of children against the provisional national figures at the start of the 
academic year rather than at the end of the autumn term. 

 School leaders and governors are encouraged to use the assessment information to 
challenge low expectations and low aspirations and model high expectations of pupils in 
their care. 

 Schools are encouraged to provide appropriate and effective interventions and use 
rigorous monitoring and evaluation systems in order to accelerate pupil progress. 

 The teaching of reading and writing, across key stages in the primary phase, continues to 
be the priority focus. The Opportunity Area team is working with the LA and other key 
partners to implement a Primary Literacy Strategy. 

 The LA continues to work in partnership with key stakeholders such as the Opportunity 
Area Team and the Teaching School Alliances to commission and deliver appropriate 
and effective school to school support. 

 
 
  



 
 

4. FINANCIAL & RESOURCE APPRAISAL 
 
4.1 The development of a school led system and the increased number of academies has resulted 

in a reduction in the local authority teams associated with school improvement.   
 
 
5. RISK MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE ISSUES 
 
5.1  Changes in school leadership including governance 
 
6. LEGAL APPRAISAL 
 
6.1  The Local Authority has statutory duties to ensure that efficient education is available to meet 

the needs of the population of the area; ensure that its education functions are exercised with a 
view to promoting high standards ensuring fair access to opportunity for education and learning, 
and promote the fulfilment of learning potential; and secure that the provision of sufficient 
schools for providing primary and secondary education are available for its area.   

 
6.2   Where a school is failing to provide adequate education it can be eligible for intervention by the 

Local Authority or the Secretary of State under the Education and Inspections Act 2006. A 
school placed in an Ofsted category will receive the notification for conversion to a sponsored 
academy.  Local Authorities must have regard to the Schools Causing Concern statutory 
guidance. The guidance details the role of Local Authorities in delivering school improvement for 
maintained schools and academies.  It also includes guidance on "coasting schools".  If a school 
satisfies the definition of being a coasting school, the Regional Schools Commissioners will 
consider what interventions or actions are necessary to bring about sufficient improvement in 
those schools. 

 
7. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 
7.1 EQUALITY & DIVERSITY 
  
 Not applicable. 
 
7.2 SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 

Not applicable. 
 
7.3 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS IMPACTS 
 

Not applicable. 
 
7.4 COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS 
 

Not applicable. 
 
7.5 HUMAN RIGHTS ACT 
 

Not applicable.  
 
7.6 TRADE UNION 
 

Not applicable. 
 
7.7 WARD IMPLICATIONS 
 Not applicable  



 
 

 

7.8 IMPLICATIONS FOR CORPORATE PARENTING 
 Not applicable  
 
7.9 ISSUES ARISING FROM PRIVACY IMPACT ASSESMENT 

Not applicable. 
 
8. NOT FOR PUBLICATION DOCUMENTS 
 
 None 
 
9. OPTIONS 
 
 Not applicable. 
 
10. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
10.1 That Overview and Scrutiny Committee receives this report on the provisional performance of 

Bradford’s Children and Young People in Early Years, Key Stage 1 and 2 tests for 2018. 
 
11. APPENDICES 
 
 None  
 
12. BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 
 
 None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


