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1.0 SUMMARY 

1.1. This report considers a petition received following the consultation on the traffic 
calming proposals for Duchy Avenue, Heaton. 

2.0 BACKGROUND 

2.1. At its meeting on the 20 April 2016 this committee approved as part of its Traffic 
Management Schemes Programme, a scheme to introduce Traffic Calming on Duchy 
Avenue.  

2.2. A scheme was first proposed in 2013, but the residents of Duchy Avenue decided at 
that time that they did not want traffic calming. 

2.3. Since the decision made in 2013 there have been further complaints about speeding 
traffic. A collision had also occurred due to inappropriate driving. In view of this the 
proposal for traffic calming was allocated funding from the Safer Roads budget. 
Details of the proposals are attached as Appendix 1. 

2.4. A consultation exercise was carried out with the residents in June 2016 and this 
resulted in a 49 signature petition objecting to the proposed calming measures. The 
petitioners are more concerned about the volume of traffic using Duchy Avenue, 
particularly in the morning and afternoon peak periods and they have requested a 
closure or a one-way system. A copy of the petition is attached as Appendix 4. 

2.5. To help clarify the extents of the traffic issues on Duchy Avenue a survey was 
undertaken to establish where the traffic originated and how many trips are generated 
from outside the local area bounded by Heights Lane, Toller Lane and Smith Lane. A 
location plan is attached as Appendix 2. The survey was carried out on the 5 March 
2017 between 7.30 and 9.00 and 15.00 and 18.30. A copy of the full survey is 
attached as Appendix 3 and a summary of the results is as follows: - 

Duchy Avenue 7.30-9am  No. of Trips 
Total number of trips 416 
Number of trips generated outside the area 223 (54%) 
Number of trips generated within the area 193 (46%) 
  
Duchy Avenue 3-6.30pm  
Total number of trips 804 
Number of trips generated outside the area 481 (60%) 
Number of trips generated within the area 323 (40%) 

 
2.6. The table shows that the majority of trips were generated outside the area and that 

the afternoon was slightly busier than the morning. In the morning survey period 
there were 1.8 vehicles per minute and in the afternoon 2.3 vehicles per minute. 



Bradford West Area Committee 
 

3 
05/07/2017 

MAG 

 
2.7. A road closure prohibiting through traffic on Duchy Avenue would transfer these 

vehicles onto other residential streets in the area. One of the most likely routes would 
be Lynton Drive, which would bring about new problems for these residents and 
more than likely result in further complaints to the Council. 

 
2.8. With regard to the request for a one way system it would probably be unlikely to get a 

unanimous decision from the residents on the direction of the traffic flow. In the 
morning the majority of the traffic enters from Heights Lane while in the evening the 
predominant flow was in the opposite direction. Therefore, whichever flow direction 
was implemented, only half of the issue would be resolved. Furthermore it is likely 
that vehicle speeds (and thereby safety concerns) would increase as the opposing 
flows, which currently limit speeds, would no longer exist. One-way streets also 
require enforcement by the Police (rather than the Council’s wardens) and they may 
not consider a one-way system on Duchy Avenue to be a priority, therefore leaving it 
open to abuse. 

 
3.0 OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

3.1. The displaced traffic would increase congestion on the main road network and would 
more than likely lead to delays at the Haworth Road / Toller Lane and Smith Lane / 
Toller Lane junctions. This could also lead to lengthened bus journey times, 
particularly in the morning and afternoon peak periods. 

3.2. Due to the likelihood that the current number of vehicles using Duchy Avenue would 
be displaced onto other side roads in the area, it is considered that all the residents 
who could be affected should be consulted on any proposals that would restrict or 
prohibit traffic on Duchy Avenue. 

4.0 FINANCIAL & RESOURCE APPRAISAL 

4.1. A sum of £10000 has been allocated for traffic calming from the Safer Roads budget. 
The cost of a point closure would be comparable to that of traffic calming at this 
location. 

5.0 RISK MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE ISSUES 

5.1. Any measures to restrict vehicular movement on Duchy Avenue would have an 
adverse impact on other local residential areas. 

6.0 LEGAL APPRAISAL 

6.1. There are no specific issues arising from this report. The course of action proposed is 
in general accordance with the Councils power as Highway Authority. 

7.0 OTHER IMPLICATIONS 

7.1. EQUALITY & DIVERSITY 

There are no issues arising from the Council’s Equality & Diversity Strategy. 
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7.2. SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no significant Sustainability implications arising from this report. 

7.3. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS IMPACTS 

There is no impact on the Council's own and the wider District's carbon footprint and 
emissions from other greenhouse gases arising from this report. 

7.4. COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS 

The introduction of traffic calming measures would reduce vehicle speeds and may 
discourage an element of through traffic. 

7.5. HUMAN RIGHTS ACT 

None 

7.6. TRADE UNION 

None 

7.7. WARD IMPLICATIONS 

Ward members have been consulted on the advertised proposals. 

7.8. AREA COMMITTEE ACTION PLAN IMPLICATIONS  

None 

8.0 NOT FOR PUBLICATION DOCUMENTS 

None 

9.0 OPTIONS 

9.1. That the objections be overruled and the scheme as shown in Appendix 1 be formally 
advertised however this will more than likely lead to further objections from the 
residents which will need to be considered at a future meeting of this committee. 

9.2. That the comments made by the petitioners be noted but that no further action be 
taken and the scheme be abandoned. 

9.3. Councillors may propose an alternative course of action. 
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10.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the proposal to introduce Thermoplastic road humps on Duchy Avenue be 
abandoned. 

That the residents of Duchy Avenue and the surrounding area be consulted on the request 
for a road closure to prohibit through traffic on Duchy Avenue. 

That the results of the consultation exercise be reported to this committee in September 
2017. 

That the request for a one-way system on Duchy Avenue be noted and no further action 
be taken. 

That the lead petitioner be notified accordingly. 

11.0 APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 – Drawing THCW/103387/CON-1A. 

Appendix 2 – Location plan of the survey points. 

Appendix 3 – Survey results 

Appendix 4 – Duchy Avenue petition (49 signatures) 

 

12.0 BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 

12.1. none
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