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Report of the Strategic Director of Regeneration and 
Culture to the meeting of the Bradford South Area 
Committee to be held on 28 November 2013 

AI 
 
 

Subject:   
 
Petition for the conversion of a section of Wibsey Fairground into a temporary 
parking area.  
 

Summary statement: 
 
This report highlights a petition of 972 signatures requesting that consideration be given to 
converting a section of the Wibsey Fairground site to a temporary parking area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barra Mac Ruairi 
Regeneration and Culture  
Director 

Portfolio:   
Regeneration, Economy and Sustainability 
 

Report Contact:  Darren Badrock 
Phone: (01274) 437420 
E-mail: darren.badrock@bradford.gov.uk 

Overview & Scrutiny Area:  
Environment and Waste Management 

Suzan Hemingway, City Solicitor 
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1. SUMMARY 
 
1.1 This report highlights a petition of 972 signatures requesting that consideration be 

given to converting a section of the Wibsey Fairground site to a temporary parking 
area. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 At full Council on 22 October 2013, a petition of 972 signatures was received 

requesting the Council “to develop off street parking on part of the fairground in 
Wibsey Village to support local businesses and alleviate problems caused to 
residents”. 

 
2.2 The petition has been collated by the chair of the Wibsey Urban Village Partnership. 
 
2.3 A copy of the first page of the petition is included in Appendix 1. Addresses have 

been redacted for data protection purposes. 
 
2.4 A presentation of the full copy of the petition will be circulated as supplementary 

papers on the day of the committee. 
 
2.5 The lead petitioner has been invited to present their case to the committee. 
 
2.6 Parking demand in Wibsey has been a concern for a considerable period of time, 

with demand consistently outstripping supply despite a number of implemented 
schemes and revisions over the past five years. 

 
2.7 It is the opinion of the Area Traffic and Highways team that the provision of an off 

street car park as close as possible to Wibsey centre is necessary. 
 
2.7 The issue of utilising the Fairground as an additional parking area was the subject 

of a single issue held on Thursday 4th March 2010 at Wibsey Primary School. At 
the time of the meeting officers noted an apparent 50/50 split in public opinion on 
the matter based on the attendance. (85 members of the public) 

 
2.8 One of the key issues raised at the forum by the community at the time of 

consultation was the need to protect both the identity of the fairground and the 
appearance of the site as a green space – as such traditional construction methods 
for any parking area are not being considered at the present moment in time. 

 
2.9 A suggested scheme and estimated costs have been drawn up for a scheme that is 

sympathetic to the nature of the site – as show in Appendix 1. 
 
3. OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
 
3.1 While the Area Traffic and Highways Budget has traditionally been utilised in part to 

manage parking on-street  the provision of off new off street parking facilities can be 
considered an effective traffic measure in congested parking areas.
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3.2 The Area Committee may choose to allocate funds to this project as a part of the 

2014/15 South Area Traffic Measures programme, which is due to be presented in 
March 2014. 

 
3.3 The scheme outlined in Appendix 3 for an 80 space parking area gives an indicative 

cost of £67,000, however it is possible to build a car parking facility in a modular 
manner, to be expanded as necessary based on demand.  

 
3.4 The figure of £67,000 is scalable to the size of the car parking area provided 

although approximately 14% of that cost (£10,000) would be fixed in terms of 
providing strengthened access, drainage and pay and display facilities.  

 
3.3 The committee is asked to determine the size of any proposed parking area. 
 
4. OPTIONS 
 
4.1 The Bradford South Area Committee may choose to accept the petition and request 

further works be carried out to progress the matter of the proposed parking area to 
an appropriate size selected by the committee. 

  
4.2 The Bradford South Area Committee may choose not to accept the petition. 
 
5. FINANCIAL & RESOURCE APPRAISAL 
 
5.1 Investigation works can be carried out utilising existing staff budgets. 
 
5.2 The Area Committee may choose to fund this scheme from monies allocated to the 

2014/15 Area Traffic Measures programme.  
 
6. RISK MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE ISSUES 
 
6.1 There are no significant risks arising out of the implementation of the proposed 

recommendations. 
 

7. LEGAL APPRAISAL 
 
7.1 There is a covenant on the fairground site that requires it be made available for the 

fair as and when required. This will need to be considered as part of any completed 
proposal. 

 
7.2 All works undertaken will be carried out within the requirements of statutory 

legislation. 
 
8. OTHER IMPLICATIONS 
 
8.1 EQUALITY & DIVERSITY 
 
8.1.1 There are no Equality & Diversity issues arising from this report. 
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8.2 SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
8.2.1 Given the sympathetic nature of the proposed construction there are no significant 

sustainability implications to this report. 
 
8.3 GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS IMPACTS 
 
8.3.1 There is no greenhouse gas emission implication to this report.  
 
8.4 COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS 
 
8.4.1 The provision of off-street parking facilities provides a safer environment for 

pedestrians and road users. 
 
8.5 HUMAN RIGHTS ACT 
 
8.5.1 There are no human rights implications arising from this matter 
 
8.6 TRADE UNION 
 
8.6.1 There are no trade union implications arising from this report 
 
8.7 WARD IMPLICATIONS 
 
8.7.1  The creation of a larger parking area close to the village centre is likely to have 

benefits for both residents and businesses alike. 
 
8.8 AREA COMMITTEE ACTION PLAN IMPLICATIONS  
 
8.8.1 The development and implementation of schemes included in this report support 

priorities within the Bradford South Area Committee Action Plan 2011-14. 
 
9. NOT FOR PUBLICATION DOCUMENTS 
 
9.1 Copy of full petition and petitioners presentations (to be circulated at the meeting) 
 
10. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
10.1 That the Bradford South Area Committee accepts the submitted petition. 
 
10.2 That the Bradford South Area Committee requests the further development of 

proposals to introduce a parking area on Wibsey Fairground (to an agreed size as 
detailed in 3.2-3.4 above).  

 
10.3 That the completed proposals are bought to the March 2014 Committee meeting for 

consideration for funding in the 2014/15 financial year. 
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11. APPENDICES 
 
11.1 Appendix 1 – Statement from lead petitioner 
 
11.2 Appendix 2 -  First page of submitted petition with addresses redacted. 
 
11.3 Appendix 3 - Scheme proposal for a 80 space pay and display car parking area 

sympathetic to the local environment.  
 
12. BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 
 
12.1 None 
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Appendix 1 – Statement from Lead Petitioner 
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Appendix 2 – First page of submitted petition with addresses redacted 
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Appendix 3 – Scheme proposal  
 
Extents of an 80 space pay and display car parking area – Estimated cost £67,000 
 

 


